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By ALAN OLSON
Staff Writer

A man suffered serious injuries after be-
ing stabbed numerous times during a home         
invasion.

According to police, an altercation broke 
out on Nov. 24 at a residence on the 3300 
block of Jacob Street, when Tamica Pay-
ton, 38 of Wheeling, had come knocking 
at the front door. One resident said Payton 
had allegedly forced her way into the home 
and started an argument with the resident’s 
17-year-old daughter.

During the argument, the alleged stabbing 
victim came downstairs and tried to kick 
Payton out of the house, who refused. As 
the argument expanded, two children, who 
had come with Payton, allegedly forced their 
way into the residence, with Payton shoving 
the homeowner out of the doorway to allow 
them entry, according to police reports. One 
child, 16 years old, was identified as Payton’s 
daughter. 

The other, unidentified child was said to 
have taken out her phone and started film-
ing the man, who responded by knocking the 
phone out of her hand, prompting all three to 
allegedly attack. During the ensuing fight, 
Payton allegedly drew a knife, stabbing the 
man seven times while the other resident 
called 911. Wheeling Police later described 
the man as having “serious injuries.” The 
woman received minor injuries as a result of 
the fight. 

Payton was arrested later in the week and 
charged with seven counts of malicious 
wounding and one count of entering without 
breaking. She is being held in lieu of $25,000 
cash-only bond at the Northern Regional Jail. 
Her preliminary hearing is set for Wednesday.

By ROBERT A. DEFRANK
For the Intelligencer

Belmont County Deputy 
Health Director Robert Sproul 
was missed during his sched-
uled report to the Belmont 
County Board of Commission-
ers Wednesday. 

Since the onset of the 
COVID-19 pandemic, he and 
his office have been working 
to contact people who may 
have been exposed to the virus 
and instructing them to go into 
quarantine for two weeks.

But Sproul himself and some 
of his staff may have come 
into contact with infected per-
sons and now must go into               
isolation.

“There will be a delay in fu-
ture reporting and contacting 
of contacts of positives due to 
myself and three of my staff be-
ing quarantined for being listed 
as the contact of a positive,” he 
said in a text Wednesday morn-
ing. “We are hopeful the public 
will understand we are working 
understaffed but will continue 

to reach out to them as quickly 
as we can.”

Sproul and other staff con-
tacted at the health department 
did not speculate if a possi-
ble delay in contacting people 
could mean an increase in com-
munity spread during the cur-
rent surge of new cases.

Ohio Gov. Mike DeWine 
and other officials have con-
tinued to ask the public to take 
precautions and minimize their 
contact with others whenever 
possible. 

The governor’s office has 
issued stringent penalties for 
businesses that do not enforce 
mask mandates, large congre-
gations of people have been 
forbidden, and a 10 p.m. to 5 
a.m. curfew is in effect.

The risk posed to health care 
workers has been a concern for 
DeWine’s administration, par-
ticularly as another surge might 
be evident post-Thanksgiving 
and as the Christmas holiday 
nears. Locally, 70 employ-
ees at Wheeling Hospital are    

quarantined.
Should they remain asymp-

tomatic, Sproul and his staff 
will continue to work remote-
ly. Throughout the pandemic, 
Belmont County officials have 
continued to conduct business 
while in quarantine. This in-
cludes attorneys at the prosecu-
tor’s office and Belmont Coun-
ty Wester Division Court Judge 
Eric Costine, who have been 
able to utilize telecommunica-
tions technology to continue 
court hearings.

By ALAN OLSON
Staff Writer

Christmas spirit is not in 
short supply this year, and a 
beloved tradition is returning at 
the Ash Avenue Church of God 
this weekend.

Friday and Saturday, actors 
will re-enact the Nativity scene 
from 6 to 8 p.m. at the Mounds-
ville church, joined by animals 
to recreate the traditional scene 
of the birth of Jesus. 

This is the fifth year the 
church has held the Nativity, 
and pastor CJ Plogger said the 
COVID-19 pandemic isn’t go-
ing to interfere with their dis-
play too much.

Plogger said the live animals 
on the scene really contribute to 

the atmosphere of the event.
“The animals really make 

the scene. They’re not card-
board cutouts or cute drawings, 
you’re actually standing out 
there with a donkey.”

Social distancing between 
observers is going to be en-
forced, but the church will still 
offer hot chocolate and goodie 
bags to passersby — including 
those in cars — and guests are 
still welcome to come and say 
hi to the actors and pet the don-
key and sheep rounding out the 
display. 

“We’re working with the 
health department. I’ve met of-
ten with Tom Cook, (adminis-
trator) of the Marshall County 
Health Department, and not a 

lot is going to be different this 
year, other than the social dis-
tancing and masks,” Plogger 
said. 

“We anticipate a little more 
drive-thru activity this year. 
A lot of times, people will 
park and walk up, pet the 
donkey, say hi to the peo-
ple. Probably this year, we’ll 
have more people stay in their                                
cars.”

“We’re kind of in a crazy 
year, and so any time we can 
have some good news, we 
take that,” he added. “If peo-
ple want to drive through, it’s 
going to be very safe. If people 
want to walk through, we’ll be 
following all social distancing    
guidelines.”

Photo by Scott McCloskey
A section of National Road between Edgington Lane and Elm Street in Wheeling was reduced to one lane Wednes-
day as crews with James White Construction of Weirton ramp up work this week on the multimillion-dollar Bedillion 
Lane sewer improvement project in that section of the city. That section of National Road is expected to be nar-
rowed to one lane weekdays from 7 a.m. to 5 p.m. through December 31 to allow for work on the project, according 
to the West Virginia Division of Highways.

Photo Provided
Abraham & Co. PLLC, a Moundsville accounting firm, is the 
premier sponsor of Youth Services System Inc.’s 10th Annu-
al Wheeling SleepOut-Home for the Holidays event, which 
will be held virtually at 7 p.m. Friday on the YSS Facebook 
page. The fundraiser will benefit the YSS Transitional Living 
Program to prevent homelessness for older youth ages 17-21. 
Local musicians will provide entertainment, and prizes will be 
awarded in the inaugural merchant window display contest, the 
fundraising contest and the Boxed-In Design contest. Pictured 
are Mike Abraham, left, and Marc Abraham of Abraham & Co. 
PLLC in Moundsville, with Betsy Bethel-McFarland, YSS com-
munications manager. Marc Abraham, who has served on the 
YSS board for 35 years, said: "I want to support youth and 
homeless people in general, and this is the least we can do. 
$10,000 sounds like a lot of money, but what YSS does ev-
ery day is really incredible.” For information or to donate, visit                   
www.youthservicessystem.org/events.

Belmont County Health Department Staffers in Quarantine After Possible Exposure
n St. clairSville

Photo Provided
A live Nativity scene from previous years showcases how the 2020 event is expected to look, 
which will occur tonight and tomorrow.

Live Nativity at Ash Ave. Church of God
n moundSville
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