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WHEELING — West Virginia Gov. 
Jim Justice believes a Jan. 4 federal 
mandate requiring employees at larger 
businesses to get COVID-19 vaccina-
tions “will not happen.”

During his virtual briefing with state 
reporters on Friday, Justice discussed 
the Biden Administration’s mandate 
that workers at U.S. companies with 
at least 100 employees be vaccinated 
against COVID-19 or be tested weekly 
starting Jan. 4.

“While I adamantly disagree with 
the Biden Administration in regard to 
this, it is a federal requirement,” Jus-
tice explained “It will trump our state 
wishes.”

He noted a bill passed last 
month in the West Virginia 
Legislature forbids workers in 
West Virginia from being ter-
minated from their jobs because 
they wish not to be vaccinated 
because of medical or religious 
concerns.

“I think with all in me we 
should be respectful of people’s 
freedoms,” Justice said. “That’s what 
made this country the absolutely great 
country we are today.

“I do believe that while they rolled 
out and said Jan. 4 will be the date, I do 
believe that will not happen.”

Legal challenges are likely to occur, 
according to Justice.

On Friday, State Attorney General 

Patrick Morrisey announced he 
was joining with six other attor-
neys general to file a petition be-
fore the 6th U.S. Circuit Court of 
Appeals challenging the Biden 
Administration’s vaccine man-
date for private sector employees.

The coalition is asking the 
court to review the emergency 
temporary standard issued by the 

Biden Administration’s Occupation-
al Safety and Health Administration 
(OSHA). The group also is requesting 
the court to stay the immediate effect 
of the mandate.

“I think there are umpteen lawsuits 
all over the place in regard to challeng-
ing this,” Justice said. “I cannot imag-
ine ... with the track record — with 

the shipwreck that happened with the 
Democratic Party in the elections that 
happened just this Tuesday — that we 
are continuing down these paths that ab-
solutely infringe on our good people.”

Justice said he continues to believe 
vaccinations are the best protection 
against COVID.

“But absolutely we should abide by 
the Constitution. It should be a choice 
of the people — a freedom,” he said. 
“That is how I believe, and exactly 
what I think.”

Justice announced there were 28 ad-
ditional deaths from COVID in the state 
since his last briefing on Wednesday. 
The total number of deaths in West Vir-
ginia attributed to COVID now stands 
at 4,518.
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WOODSFIELD — The 
man accused of murdering 
two men in Woodsfield 
had a con-
nection with 
both victims, 
according to 
the Monroe 
County Sher-
iff’s Office.

Jacob Wil-
son, 38, of 
Woodsfield 
has been charged with the 
murder of 24-year-old Dan-
iel E. Franzoi of Beallsville 
and of 20-year-old Malakai 
Devon Curry of Caldwell. 
Wilson allegedly shot both 
men to death Oct. 30 out-
side the Wilson Farm just 
off of Ohio 26 on Wilson 
Lane in Woodsfield.

Sheriff Charles Black Jr. 
said Wilson’s daughter was 
dating one of the victims, 
and his sister was dating 
the other victim. However, 
police are still investigating 
the motive for the crime.

“We’re still talking to 
potential individuals on mo-
tive and working to obtain 
evidence, videos and track-
ing timelines,” Black said.

The murders were report-
ed to police around 10 p.m. 
Oct. 30, when a caller stat-
ed that three men had left 
the residence to take trash 
to a dump site just over 
the hill on the property and 
only Wilson had returned. 
Law enforcement discov-
ered the bodies of Franzoi 
and Curry after conducting 
a search of the family farm 
and dump area.

Wilson is charged with 
two counts of aggravated 
murder with gun specifi-
cations, two counts of tam-
pering with evidence and 
two counts of abuse of a 
corpse. He remains held 
without bond in the Mon-
roe County Jail.
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East Ohio Regional Hospital Launches Ambulance Service
By SHELLEY HANSON

For the News-Register
MARTINS FERRY — There 

is a new ambulance service in 
the city of Martins Ferry.

East Ohio Regional Hospi-
tal is hiring employees for its 
newly formed service, Belmont 
County Hospital Ambulance, 
or BCHA.

The hospital made the an-
nouncement recently on its so-
cial media. 

“East Ohio Regional Hos-
pital is proud to announce a 
newly established service, Bel-
mont County Hospital Ambu-
lance. This service will com-
plement existing EMS systems 
in the area, and will be working 
closely with all local services to 
ensure the best care for our pa-

tients,” according to the post.
The hospital recently con-

structed ambulance bays on 
its northernmost parking area, 
situated by the historic Walnut 
Grove Cemetery. 

Martins Ferry Mayor John 
Davies said the service could be 
“a great mutual aide partner.”

“They are not a competitor 
for the city, being we answer 
911 calls,” he said. 

Davies added the city also 
does not currently have a con-
tract with EORH to be its main 
ambulance transportation ser-
vice, though in past years it has.

“But we still work closely 
with them,” he added.

EORH has been ramping 
up its medical services since 
it opened in February. The fa-

cility previously was owned 
by Alecto Healthcare Services 
of California. That company 
shut down EORH in 2019 and 
its sister hospital, Ohio Valley 
Medical Center in Wheeling.

Dr. John Johnson, a Day-
ton-based psychiatrist, an-
nounced his purchase of EORH 
in May 2020. In February, the 
facility reopened for business. 
It was a multi-million dollar in-
vestment by Johnson. The facil-
ity also received help in the form 
of city income tax proceeds giv-
en back to EORH, along with 
$10 million in loans from the 
State Controlling Board.

The hospital is now seeking 
applicants for EMT positions. 
People can apply online at eo-
hospital.com/careers.

Photo Provided

Shown Here are the new Belmont County Hospital Ambulance ve-
hicles at East Ohio Regional Hospital.

OUT IN THE COLD AT YSS SLEEPOUT

Youth Services System held 
its annual Wheeling SleepOut 

on Friday at the Miracle 
League Field at the I-470 
Athletic Complex in Elm 

Grove. Groups who entered 
were tasked with building 

shelters out of cardboard and 
other specific materials that a 

person could sleep in over-
night. ABOVE: Justin Good, 

left, and Matt Porter of the 
Ziegenfelder Co. fasten their 

shelter together with duct 
tape. RIGHT: Jenn Velez, 

standing, and Ashton Carroll 
decorate their shelter while 
talking to Rylee Reis inside, 
who is fastening it together.

Photos by Derek Redd

Region
B

Sunday News-Register

NOVEMBER 7, 2021

InsIde:
Opinion/B2-3

Community/B4
Financial/B6

By JOSELYN KING
Staff Writer

WHEELING — West Virginia Gov. 
Jim Justice believes a Jan. 4 federal 
mandate requiring employees at larger 
businesses to get COVID-19 vaccina-
tions “will not happen.”

During his virtual briefing with state 
reporters on Friday, Justice discussed 
the Biden Administration’s mandate 
that workers at U.S. companies with 
at least 100 employees be vaccinated 
against COVID-19 or be tested weekly 
starting Jan. 4.

“While I adamantly disagree with 
the Biden Administration in regard to 
this, it is a federal requirement,” Jus-
tice explained “It will trump our state 
wishes.”

He noted a bill passed last 
month in the West Virginia 
Legislature forbids workers in 
West Virginia from being ter-
minated from their jobs because 
they wish not to be vaccinated 
because of medical or religious 
concerns.

“I think with all in me we 
should be respectful of people’s 
freedoms,” Justice said. “That’s what 
made this country the absolutely great 
country we are today.

“I do believe that while they rolled 
out and said Jan. 4 will be the date, I do 
believe that will not happen.”

Legal challenges are likely to occur, 
according to Justice.

On Friday, State Attorney General 

Patrick Morrisey announced he 
was joining with six other attor-
neys general to file a petition be-
fore the 6th U.S. Circuit Court of 
Appeals challenging the Biden 
Administration’s vaccine man-
date for private sector employees.

The coalition is asking the 
court to review the emergency 
temporary standard issued by the 

Biden Administration’s Occupation-
al Safety and Health Administration 
(OSHA). The group also is requesting 
the court to stay the immediate effect 
of the mandate.

“I think there are umpteen lawsuits 
all over the place in regard to challeng-
ing this,” Justice said. “I cannot imag-
ine ... with the track record — with 

the shipwreck that happened with the 
Democratic Party in the elections that 
happened just this Tuesday — that we 
are continuing down these paths that ab-
solutely infringe on our good people.”

Justice said he continues to believe 
vaccinations are the best protection 
against COVID.

“But absolutely we should abide by 
the Constitution. It should be a choice 
of the people — a freedom,” he said. 
“That is how I believe, and exactly 
what I think.”

Justice announced there were 28 ad-
ditional deaths from COVID in the state 
since his last briefing on Wednesday. 
The total number of deaths in West Vir-
ginia attributed to COVID now stands 
at 4,518.

JUSTICE

Justice Doubts Mandate Will Happen Jan. 4

By CARRI GRAHAM
For the Sunday 
News-Register

WOODSFIELD — The 
man accused of murdering 
two men in Woodsfield 
had a con-
nection with 
both victims, 
according to 
the Monroe 
County Sher-
iff’s Office.

Jacob Wil-
son, 38, of 
Woodsfield 
has been charged with the 
murder of 24-year-old Dan-
iel E. Franzoi of Beallsville 
and of 20-year-old Malakai 
Devon Curry of Caldwell. 
Wilson allegedly shot both 
men to death Oct. 30 out-
side the Wilson Farm just 
off of Ohio 26 on Wilson 
Lane in Woodsfield.

Sheriff Charles Black Jr. 
said Wilson’s daughter was 
dating one of the victims, 
and his sister was dating 
the other victim. However, 
police are still investigating 
the motive for the crime.

“We’re still talking to 
potential individuals on mo-
tive and working to obtain 
evidence, videos and track-
ing timelines,” Black said.

The murders were report-
ed to police around 10 p.m. 
Oct. 30, when a caller stat-
ed that three men had left 
the residence to take trash 
to a dump site just over 
the hill on the property and 
only Wilson had returned. 
Law enforcement discov-
ered the bodies of Franzoi 
and Curry after conducting 
a search of the family farm 
and dump area.

Wilson is charged with 
two counts of aggravated 
murder with gun specifi-
cations, two counts of tam-
pering with evidence and 
two counts of abuse of a 
corpse. He remains held 
without bond in the Mon-
roe County Jail.

WILSON

Murder 
Suspect 
Knew 
Victims
Sheriff: Motive 
Remains Under 
Investigation

East Ohio Regional Hospital Launches Ambulance Service
By SHELLEY HANSON

For the News-Register
MARTINS FERRY — There 

is a new ambulance service in 
the city of Martins Ferry.

East Ohio Regional Hospi-
tal is hiring employees for its 
newly formed service, Belmont 
County Hospital Ambulance, 
or BCHA.

The hospital made the an-
nouncement recently on its so-
cial media. 

“East Ohio Regional Hos-
pital is proud to announce a 
newly established service, Bel-
mont County Hospital Ambu-
lance. This service will com-
plement existing EMS systems 
in the area, and will be working 
closely with all local services to 
ensure the best care for our pa-

tients,” according to the post.
The hospital recently con-

structed ambulance bays on 
its northernmost parking area, 
situated by the historic Walnut 
Grove Cemetery. 

Martins Ferry Mayor John 
Davies said the service could be 
“a great mutual aide partner.”

“They are not a competitor 
for the city, being we answer 
911 calls,” he said. 

Davies added the city also 
does not currently have a con-
tract with EORH to be its main 
ambulance transportation ser-
vice, though in past years it has.

“But we still work closely 
with them,” he added.

EORH has been ramping 
up its medical services since 
it opened in February. The fa-

cility previously was owned 
by Alecto Healthcare Services 
of California. That company 
shut down EORH in 2019 and 
its sister hospital, Ohio Valley 
Medical Center in Wheeling.

Dr. John Johnson, a Day-
ton-based psychiatrist, an-
nounced his purchase of EORH 
in May 2020. In February, the 
facility reopened for business. 
It was a multi-million dollar in-
vestment by Johnson. The facil-
ity also received help in the form 
of city income tax proceeds giv-
en back to EORH, along with 
$10 million in loans from the 
State Controlling Board.

The hospital is now seeking 
applicants for EMT positions. 
People can apply online at eo-
hospital.com/careers.

Photo Provided

Shown Here are the new Belmont County Hospital Ambulance ve-
hicles at East Ohio Regional Hospital.

OUT IN THE COLD AT YSS SLEEPOUT

Youth Services System held 
its annual Wheeling SleepOut 

on Friday at the Miracle 
League Field at the I-470 
Athletic Complex in Elm 

Grove. Groups who entered 
were tasked with building 

shelters out of cardboard and 
other specific materials that a 

person could sleep in over-
night. ABOVE: Justin Good, 

left, and Matt Porter of the 
Ziegenfelder Co. fasten their 

shelter together with duct 
tape. RIGHT: Jenn Velez, 

standing, and Ashton Carroll 
decorate their shelter while 
talking to Rylee Reis inside, 
who is fastening it together.

Photos by Derek Redd


