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“Women and children first!” 
This motto of the sea, if you 
will, has been a maritime 
pledge responding to save the 
most vulnerable in the face of 
impending harm or disaster. 

It’s a phrase that we found fit-
ting for a situation last fall. The 
compassion of our community 
was evident once again in pro-
viding us support to respond to 
the decision of our local Salvation Army to shelter only men, 
excluding the women and children they had served for years. 
With help from you, we entered into a lease agreement for 
two fully furnished apartment units to shelter families with 
children, and we opened the Winter Freeze Shelter early for 
women. 

Our partnership with Project HOPE was especial-
ly valuable because several of the women we welcomed 

were pregnant, one delivering just 
weeks after we opened. 

I’ve had an abiding faith in 
this community’s willingness to 
respond to our most vulnerable 
adults and children, and I thank 
God for their heart. 

We especially want to thank those who made gifts of 
$10,000 or more to this effort: 

• Anonymous
• Christian Fellowship Foundation
• Helen J. Prince Foundation 
• J.B. Chambers Foundation
• Mike Ferns Sr./A&B Kia/Ryan Ferns Health Plex 
• Stamp Charitable Fund

‘Women and Children First’
By John Moses, CEO

The family and friends of Caleb Smail were  
inspired to collect donations for the Winter Freeze 

Shelter after holding a candlelight vigil in the 
teen’s memory on a freezing cold night last year. 
Their donations of coats, blankets, hygiene items 

and more were the positive outcome of a tragic 
event in their lives. The Freeze Shelter drive was 
the first of many projects planned for the Caleb 

Smail Kindness Project. Pictured from left are  
Susie and Art Stricklin, Jen Stricklin, Beth Ross 
and YSS Development Director Tammy Kruse. 

A Family Remembers

Pictured from left, are Ryan 
Ferns, John Moses and Mike 
Ferns Jr.
Photo courtesy of The Intelligencer
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The Winter Freeze Shelter is a 
ministry supported by the community 

through YSS, a 501(c)3 nonprofit 
charitable organization. 

Your tax-deductible donation helps your        
neighbors in need. Send checks to:  

Youth Services System, Inc. 
P.O. Box 6041

Wheeling, WV 26003 

Payable to Youth Services System, Inc.

Monetary Donations 
Always Welcome Sophie Moses Free Store at YSS

Donations of household goods & clothing accepted M-F 
8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m., 87 15th St., Wheeling

Stop in 
and see 
Lee Lee!

OPEN TO 
THE PUBLIC

Noon-2 p.m.
Wednesdays 

& Fridays. 
All welcome!

The West Liberty Hilltoppers 
Women’s Basketball Team and 

Paree Insurance Centers teamed up 
to collect cash and items for the 
Winter Freeze Shelter during a 

November basketball game and at 
Paree locations. The ladies went 

shopping with the cash donations 
and bought hygiene products,    

blankets, socks and much more. The 
team is led by head coach Kyle Coo-
per and assistant coach Cassie Seth. 

Chris Bucon bridged the efforts as 
the team’s development coordinator 

and a Paree agent.   

‘Top’ Notch Team

E. Marc Abraham
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Robert J. Gaudio
Rod Lee
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Alex Nagem
Dion Scripture
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Rabbi Joshua Lief, Wheeling Rotary vice president, invited YSS 
CEO John Moses to speak to the club on Dec. 3 about the Winter 
Freeze Shelter. John told a three-part factual story of redemption 
and forgiveness that so moved Rotarian and YSS Emeritus Board 
Member Rev. Darrell W. Cummings Jr. that the pastor gave up his 
Christmas op-ed colunn in the Sunday News-Register for John to 
retell it. To read the story, visit www.youthservicessystem.org, click 
on News, then click on Area News. It is titled “12.22.19 A Story of 
Relationships and Redemption — Sunday News-Register.”

Changing lives, one story at a time

121
Number of 

unduplicated 
individuals who 

have been guests 
at the Winter 

Freeze Shelter 
since Nov. 15, 

2019.

The Wheeling Rage 
10U baseball team hit a 
home run for the Win-

ter Freeze Shelter by 
collecting hundreds of 

items to keep our guests 
warm this winter. Thank 

you to Coach Zach 
Hanson and all the 

parents and players for 
your act of kindness.

Raging 
Kindness

Thank you to C3, 
The Experience, 
Walmart at The 
Highlands and all 
who donated! on 
Nov. 30 and Dec. 1.

Frozen for the Freeze Shel-
ter! On Dec. 14, Generations 
hosted an Enchanted Winter 
Breakfast complete with cos-
tumed characters from Capes 
& Tiaras to benefit the Winter 
Freeze Shelter. The first-time 
event sold 113 tickets and 
raised hundreds of dollars for 
families in need.
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Thank You To Our Supporters
A & B Kia
AlignHR LLC
Anonymous
Anderson, Ellen
Anthony, Brennan
Ash Ave. Church Of God Women
Ayari, Mehdi
Balestra, Mary
Barnes, Jessica
Barte, Wayne
Bell, Holly
Belmont Aggregates
Bethany Memorial Church
Bethel Christian Fellowship
Bethel-McFarland, Betsy
Bethlehem United Presbyterian Church 
Billie, Renee
Bishop, Kaylee
Blatt, Jodi
Blust, Ray
Boger, Marilyn
Bowers, Erin
Bradcovich, Ron
Branzl, Robin L
Brennan, Anthony
Brossman, Betsy
Brossman, Susan
Bucon, Chris
Buno, Mark
Burnsworth, Debbie
Butler, Patricia
C.R.A.F.T. Group
C3 - Covenant Community Church 
Caleb Smail Kindness Project
Calissie, Ron
Campanizzi, Kenneth & Kathleen
Candlewood Suites
Carroll, Patrick & Jean
Cermak, Marianne
Chastain, Kasie
Christ Evangelical Lutheran Church
Christ United Methodist Church
Christian Fellowship Foundation
Civic League Of Warwood
Claysville Chrisitan Church
Colerain Presbyterian Church Women
Collins, Brenda
Combs, Kathleen
Community Foundation for the Ohio
   Valley, Chevron Community Fund
Cooper, Kyle
Conaway, Gary
Copefield, Hope
Crews, Terra
Dague, Mary Ellen
Davenport, Melinda
Davis, Rick & Leslie
De George, Vincent
Dean, Mr. & Mrs.
Dobkin, Robert & Amy
Dove, Nila
Dulaney, Virginia
Dumas, Ceil
Duvall, Dan
Edwards, Galen & Becky
Estep, Suzanne
Evanko, Edward & Mary Kay
Ferns, Michael D. 
First Presbyerian Church, Moundsville
First Presbyerian Church, St. Clairsville
First Presbyterian Church, Wheeling
Fox, Marland

Fransworth, Sue & Thomas
Freshwater, Chelsea & Mitch
Fulton, Joan & Mark
Galbreath, Debra & Robert
Garrett, Leslie & Patrick
Generations Restaurant
Gersting Family
Glass, Richard & Donna
Graham, Larissa
Greer, Joyce
Grim Reapers Motorcycle Club
Grimes, Karen
Gross, Elissa
Gummer, Danielia
Hardy, Wayne & Karen
Harlee’s Helping Hands
Harman, Dave
Harvest Baptist Church
Helen J. Prince Foundation
Henderson Chapel AME Church
Henderson, Jennifer
Hennen, John & Judith
Herndon, Morton, Herndon & Yaeger
Hibbits, Leica
Hill, Juliette
Hills, Mr. & Mrs.
Hinebaugh, Beth
Hodge, Jeremy & Maggie
Hoffman, John
Hoffman, Sylvia & Dennis
Hon, Martha
Hope United Methodist Church
Hornick, Jenny
Hoskins, Libby
Hrovatich, Kathryn
Hughes, Mary Beth
Humes, Mike
Irvin, Cece
Jacob, Doretta
Johnson, Larry
Joltes, Robert & Vivian
Joseph, Mel & Karen
Joseph, Vicki
Kahle, Ann
Kappel, Charl
Kastenbauer, Laura
Kemp, Howard & Beth
Kenamond, Lori
Kennen, Bob & Dea
Ketcham, Jane S.
Ketchum, Rosemary
Kettler, Lynn
Kiger, Rebecca
Kimmins, Calvin
King Unit, Christ United Methodist
   Church
Kinnick, Robert & Barbara
Kinyo, Kevin
Kiwanis Club Of Wheeling
Klamut, Marlene
Klempa, Debi
Kline, Cheryl
Klug, Ron
Knight, Chuck
Knights Of Columbus, Martins Ferry
Kovachic, Carol
Kovalick, Michael
Kowalski, Dr. Jim & Janet
Kozusnik, Rebecca
Krantz, Debra
Kuhar, Ellen
Latacz, Walter

Law, Bryan
Leithe, Linda
Lengyel, Jeanette
Lescalet, Rosemary
Lewis, Sharon & Dan
Limestone Presbyterian Church
Loew-Shelhammer, Virginia
Luna, Nancy
Lurty, Mary Ellen
Malloy, Elaine
Man, Brenda 
Marchese, Renee & Paul
Marshall, Gabrielle
Marshall, Kate
Marshall, Samuel
Matthias, Mark D.
Matz, Roger
Mazure, Steve & Carol
McClure, Cheryl
McCort, Kristin
McCrary Center
McCullough, Rhonda
McDermott, Paula
McGrath, Brad & Amber
McGrath-Stone, Mary
Meca, Cynthia
Mellott, Debbie
Mengeu, Bob & Pattie
Michael, Daniel & Martha
Miller, Brenda
Monday Morning Bible Group
MOS Office Systems
Moses, John & Jo
Moundsville Church of the Nazarene
Moundsville Echo
Mowery, Megan
Mullen, Richard S.
Nagem, Alex & Lori
New Life United Methodist Church
Nizami, Denitra
Nugent, Kristian
Oh Snap! Photography
Ohio County Democratic Women
Ohio County 4-H
Ohio Valley Christian Soldiers
Ohio Valley Street Surviors
Orrick
Otey’s Smokehouse
Our Lady of Peace Parish School
Our Lady of Perpetual Help
Panhandle Lodge No. 74
Papa John’s Pizza, Wheeling
Paree Insurance Centers
Parr, Chris
Patterson, Aaron
Pavilky, Mike
Pell, Sandy
Perdue, Jean S.
Petrella, John
Pickett, Jimmy F.
Pleasant Grove United Methodist
   Church
Rabinowitz, Marilyn
Rader, Kaitlynne
Rafiani, Kristin & Baromelow, Melissa
Reed, Laura
Reed, Tim
Reineke, Diane
Renshaw, Jean Anne
Rich & Shirley’s Quickprint
Rock Hill Presbyterian Church
Rose, David & Judy

Roxby, Joe
RSVP
Sandford, Bill & Linda
Sacco, Kathy
Santorine, Lora Kaye & Dolph
Schafer, Alvin & Carolyn
Schenk Charitable Trust
Schultz, Rhonda
Shadow Cat Trucking
Shaffer, Sherri
Shelburne, Janet
Shubat, Mr. & Mrs.
Smith, Dee
Snyder, Kim & Brett
Sonotone Hearing Aid Center
Southwestern Energy
St. Matthew’s Episcopal Church
St. Michael Parish School
St. Michael Parish Youth Group
St. Paul Evangelical Church
Stahl, Rebecca
Stamp Charitable Fund
Stamp Jr., Frederick & Joan
State Farm Insurance, Tim O’Grady
Stern, Betty L.
Strader, Cynthia
Street MOMs 
Stricklin, Jen
Suprenant, Regina
Szymialis, Carmella
Taggart, Cheri
Target
The Experience Church
The Intelligencer/News-Register
Thoburn United Methodist Church
Trinity Lutheran Church Women 
Tri-State Petroleum
TROY Group, Inc.
Vance Memorial Presbyterian Church
Vargo, Dianna M.
Villamagna,  Bob & Chris
Vineyard Church
Wack, Carole
Walmart Supercenter, Triadelphia 
Walters, Becky
Weaver, Shirley
Weelunk
Weimer, Dan
Weiss, Sandra
Weitzel, Judy
Wellman, Mr. & Mrs.
West Liberty Christian Church
West, Sue
Wheeling Coffee & Spice Co.
Wheeling Hospital
Wheeling Park High School
Wheeling Rage Baseball
Wheeling University
Wilkinson, Jeff & Debbie
Williams, Stefany
Williams Energy-Fort Beeler Plant
Willson, Monique & John
Winesdorfer, Judi
Witzgall, Andrea
Wojcik, Stephanie
Woodsdale Elementary School
WTOV-TV 9
WTRF-TV 7
Zeakes, Anthony & Mary Anne
Ziegenfelder Company, Inc.


