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I’ve had near-
ly two weeks to 
decompress from 
the recent special 
session for redis-
tricting, which was 
stressful not only 
because of the dra-
ma in the West Vir-
ginia Senate, but 
personally stressful 
for me as my wife 
and I were closing 
and moving into our 
first house.

Most of the attention 
was on the fight between 
moderate and conservative 
Republicans in the state 
Senate. While much of the 
coverage leading up to the 
special session, including 
my coverage, focused on 
the drawing of the two new 
congressional districts.

Despite multiple edito-
rials from this paper and 
concerns raised by others 
about putting both Mor-
gantown/Monongal ia 
County and the Eastern 
Panhandle — the fastest 
growing population areas 
in the state — in the same 
district, that’s exactly what 
the Legislature did.  

∫∫∫
The new 2nd Congres-

sional District is in the 
north and the new 1st Con-
gressional District is in the 
south, breaking decades of 
tradition. At first, I thought 
it was a mistake, with 
whatever poor amendment 
drafter on the state Senate 
side of the building simply 
mixing up the district num-
bers. But the House of Del-
egates had an opportunity 
to fix the issue when they 
had to take the bill up again 
to make the bill effective 
from passage.

The move surprised and 
angered long-time polit-
icos, including U.S. Sen. 
Shelley Moore Capito. 
I’m told. Capito represent-
ed the 2nd Congressional 
District for nearly 15 years 
when it was sandwiched 
between the 1st and 3rd 
congressional districts. I 
don’t blame her for being 
annoyed.

∫∫∫
As a result of the new 

districts, current 3rd Dis-
trict Congresswoman Car-
ol Miller will have the new 
1st Congressional district 
to herself in 2022, assum-
ing that no Republican at-
tempts to primary her. But 
current 1st District Con-
gressman David McKin-
ley and 2nd Congressional 
District Congressman Alex 
Mooney will both have to 
face each other. McKin-
ley hails from Wheeling, 
while Mooney — a Mary-
land escapee — resides in 
Charles Town.

I almost have to wonder 
whether the numbering is-
sue truly was a mistake. I 
don’t believe that Mooney 
puts the congressional dis-
trict number on his cam-
paign signs, but the swap 
of the numbers means that 
Mooney doesn’t have to 
do much education for vot-
ers who are used to seeing 
2nd District by Mooney’s 
name.

McKinley, who has rep-
resented the 1st District 
since winning election in 
2010, will have to spend 
time telling voters who 
are used to being in the 1st 
District that they are now 
in the 2nd District. That 
combined with Mooney’s 
voting base in the popu-
lous Eastern Panhandle 
could be a challenge for 
McKinley.  

However, Mooney lost 
a lot of counties previous-
ly in the 2nd District to the 
new southern 1st District. 
Almost all of McKinley’s 
1st District counties — 
including the growing 
Morgantown/Mononga-
lia County region — are 
in the new 2nd District. 
Mooney will have to in-
troduce himself to voters 
who have never had him 
on a ballot before. He got 
a head start a few months 
ago with a visit to Park-
ersburg. McKinley paid 
a visit to Martinsburg last 

week.
∫∫∫

I also suspect 
the race will come 
down to who is most 
Trump-y. While 
both McKinley and 
Mooney have voted 
mostly with former 
president Donald 
Trump, McKinley 
was also a support-
er of an indepen-
dent commission to 

investigate the Jan. 6 mob 
attack on the U.S. Capitol 
to stop the certification of 
Joe Biden as President. 
West Virginia remains in 
the sway of Trump for bet-
ter or worse, so that vote 
could bite McKinley next 
year.

Yet, Mooney has been 
taking flack from his right 
flank for months now from 
Chuck de Caro, a contrib-
utor to Trump-conserva-
tive publication American 
Greatness. Mooney is 
accused of not being suf-
ficiently fighting for the 
right hard enough. While 
McKinley has had run-
ins with some of the more 
right-wing members of his 
caucus, such as North Car-
olina Republican Madison 
Cawthorn, McKinley has a 
lengthy conservative track 
record to run on and an 
ability to get bills through 
even a Democratic-con-
trolled House.

Mooney also has the 
fundraising advantage. 
According to the Federal 
Elections Commission, 
Mooney has $2.8 million 
in cash on hand compared 
to McKinley’s $502,774 
in cash on hand. But again, 
Mooney is under investi-
gation by the House Ethics 
Committee after the Office 
of Congressional Ethics 
found numerous and seri-
ous campaign finance vi-
olations made by Mooney.

The OCE released its 
investigative report nearly 
two weeks ago. It details 
alleged use of campaign 
donations for personal pur-
chases, trips outside his 
district, food, his personal 
car, and more by Mooney.

“…The Board finds that 
there is substantial rea-
son to believe that Rep. 
Mooney’s campaign com-
mittees reported campaign 
disbursements that may 
not be legitimate and ver-
ifiable campaign expendi-
tures attributable to bona 
fide campaign or political 
purposes,” the report stat-
ed.

“If Rep. Mooney con-
verted campaign funds 
from his campaign com-
mittees to personal use, 
or if Rep. Mooney’s cam-
paign committees expend-
ed funds that were not 
attributable to bona fide 
campaign or political pur-
poses, then Rep. Mooney 
may have violated House 
rules, standards of con-
duct, and federal law,” the 
report continued.

∫∫∫
Lastly, new polling out 

shows McKinley with 
higher name recognition 
than Mooney. Accord-
ing to a poll conducted 
by National Research Inc. 
between Oct. 23-26 with 
400 likely voters in the 
new 2nd District on be-
half of the GOPAC Elec-
tion Fund, McKinley leads 
Mooney 44% to 29% with 
18% undecided.

Of note though, both 
McKinley and Mooney re-
main popular in the coun-
ties that formerly made up 
their districts, with McKin-
ley having 65% favorabil-
ity and Mooney having 
62% favorability.

McKinley, whose 1st 
District counties make up 
65% of the new 2nd Dis-
trict, would beat Mooney 
62% to 11% in those 
counties, while Mooney 
would beat McKinley 
62% to 12% in the 35% of 
current 2nd District coun-
ties that would make up the 
new 2nd District.

The McKinley/Mooney 
match-up will be interest-
ing to watch in 2022.

McKinley Versus Mooney 
Matchup An Intriguing One

FroM the
StatehouSe

Steven Allen 
Adams

By DEREK REDD
Managing Editor

After a year of going fully re-
mote, Youth Services System is 
bringing the Wheeling SleepOut 
back to the J.B. Chambers I-470 
Athletic Complex.

Teams can still participate vir-
tually, but the Miracle Field at the 
I-470 complex once again will 
be home to the event, which rais-
es awareness about youth home-
lessness and raises money to help 
youth ages 17-21 find housing 
through the YSS Transitional Liv-
ing Program.

The SleepOut begins at 6 p.m. 
Friday and concludes at 7 a.m. 
Saturday. 

Groups participating in the 
SleepOut can simply sleep under 
the stars in tents at the Miracle 
Field or at home, or they can par-
ticipate in the Boxed-In Design 
contest, where teams build struc-
tures out of cardboard and other 
items that a person is able to sleep 
in for a night. The theme for this 
year’s contest is “Oh The Places 
You’ll Go.” 

Celebrity judges will pick the 
winners for best in show, best 
overall design and best theme. 
Prizes also will be awarded to the 
top fundraisers.

Participants go to www.youth-
servicessystem.org/events to find 
an online registration form, a link 
to the Give Lively fundraising 
website where they create a profile 
and share with friends, and Boxed-
In Design Contest guidelines.

Besty Bethel-McFarland, YSS’ 
director of communications and 
grants, said the organization would 
like to know by Thursday if any 
group wanted to join the event. 

YSS is setting up sites for each 
team so they can participate at a 
safe social distance.

 Those who leave their pod ar-
eas will be asked to wear a mask 
until the return to their respective 
sites.

Bethel-McFarland added that 
the design competition is one of 
her highlights of the SleepOut.

“One of my favorite things about 
it is the team-building aspect,” 
she said. “You’re getting togeth-
er with whatever group it is and 

you’re doing something together. 
It’s a very creative process. And 
you learn about what the statistics 
are and what somebody would ac-
tually be experiencing if they had 
to sleep outside.”

The money raised at this event 
is extremely important, Beth-
el-McFarland said. With it, YSS 
can help a wider array of youth in 
need. According to YSS, the per-
centage of disconnected youth in 
West Virginia has decreased from 
20% to 15% in the past 10 years 
but is still more than the national 
rate of 11%.  

Last year, YSS served 121 
youth in the program, a 20% in-

crease over the previous year. 
“The money that we use can 

help the kids who don’t fall into 
any of the grant-funded catego-
ries,” she said. “That money can 
be used if a kid isn’t considered 
by the federal government to be 
a runaway homeless youth and 
doesn’t fit into that basket. Or if 
it’s not a foster kid and doesn’t fall 
into a state-funded basket.” 

Musicians New Age Adenas 
and Gage Joseph will perform at 
the field and others will provide 
entertainment virtually. To set up 
a team or donate, text WSO2021 
to 44-321 or go to  https://tinyurl.
com/wheelingsleepout2021.

Photo courtesy of YSS
Participants from a local Girl Scout troop work on a box design at the 
2019 Wheeling SleepOut. After going fully virtual last year, the event 
returns to the Miracle Field at the I-470 Athletic Complex on Friday. 
This year’s is a hybrid event, where teams can participate at the com-
plex or at home.

YSS Wheeling SleepOut 
Returns This Friday

By SHELLEY 
HANSON

For The Intelligencer
BRIDGEPORT — 

John Callarik, a World 
War II veteran, is a new 
member of the Ohio De-
partment of Veterans 
Services’ Ohio Veterans 
Hall of Fame Class of 
2021.

The induction cere-
mony was held Oct. 18 
in Columbus with Gov. 
Mike DeWine taking part 
in honoring Callarik and 
19 other veterans from 
across the state.

Callarik, 95, served in 
the U.S. Army for two 
years, mostly in Germany 
and during Adolf Hitler’s 
counter-offensive called 
“the Battle of the Bulge.” 
Callarik said it felt good 
to be recognized by the 
governor and so many 
people during the cere-
mony. He received two 
different plaques, a med-
al, a pin and a special ball 
cap for the occasion. 

Callarik said he tends 
not to talk much about 
what happened during the 
war, but he often thinks of 
the men he served with, 

especially those who did 
not make it home. Ac-
cording to the Army Cen-
ter of Military History, 
more than 75,000 Amer-
ican soldiers died during 
the battle, and between 
80,000 and 100,000 
Germans soldiers died.

“I can picture how they 
look, and I can see the 
whole battle and where 
they fell beside me,” Cal-

larik said of his fellow 
soldiers.

One memory he shared 
happened during the bat-
tle. He was taking cover 
behind a pillar when a 
woman appeared. 

“She came out of her 
farmhouse and I told her 
to get back in the house 
and lay on the floor,” he 
said, noting bullets were 
whizzing by from both 

armies.
Callarik said he does 

not remember serving 
with any other soldiers 
from the Bridgeport 
area, but he made a lot of 
friends during his service.

“They were a bunch of 
good guys,” he noted. 

Callarik said when he 
wears his WWII veteran 
ball cap and people thank 
him for his service, he 
feels as though he is pass-
ing on the honor to all of 
his friends who died in 
the war, too.

The Hall of Fame hon-
ors veterans not only for 
their service while in the 
military, but for their 
post-service accomplish-
ments and achievements 
as well.

Callarik started work-
ing at a young age on his 
family’s farm in Kirk-
wood Heights and later 
as a teen hauling coal 
with a horse and wagon 
for Y&O Coal. After he 
exited the Army, he came 
back home to Bridgeport 
and had a variety of busi-
nesses, including a pro-
duce stand and cab com-
pany.

Photo Provided 

John Callarik, center, of Bridgeport thanks the 
crowd during the Ohio Veterans Hall of Fame Class 
of 2021 ceremony. He is flanked by Ohio Department 
of Veterans Services Director Deborah Ashenhurst, 
left, and Gov. Mike DeWine.

Callarik Inducted Into Ohio Veterans Hall Of Fame 

n WoodSField

By JOSELYN KING
Staff Writer

WOODSFIELD — A suspect 
has been arrested following a 
double homicide taking place late 
Saturday night in Monroe County, 
and more information pertaining 
to the case is expected to be re-
leased today.

Sheriff Charles Black confirmed 
Sunday a man was being held at 
the Monroe County Jail on suspi-
cion of the murders. 

Black added the names of the 
deceased and the suspect and more 

specific information will not be 
released until family members of 
the deceased are notified, and he 
expected those details to become 
available today.

Black confirmed the two men 
were shot multiple times, and that 
their bodies were found at a trash 
dump along Ohio 26 south of 
Woodsfield.

A statement posted on social 
media by the Monroe County 
Sheriff's Office said a woman con-
tacted the department at 10:06 
p.m. Saturday, and told dispatch-

ers that three men had just left the 
residence to take trash up over the 
hill in the forest.  Only one of the 
men returned, and he took off in 
his vehicle.

The sheriff's department, along 
with the Division of Wildlife, ar-
rived on scene and searched the 
trash dump property. The deceased 
bodies of the two men were locat-
ed at the dump site with multiple 
gunshot wounds.

The suspect who fled was found 
and is currently being held at the 
Monroe County Jail.

Suspect Arrested In Double Homicide
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I’ve had near-
ly two weeks to 
decompress from 
the recent special 
session for redis-
tricting, which was 
stressful not only 
because of the dra-
ma in the West Vir-
ginia Senate, but 
personally stressful 
for me as my wife 
and I were closing 
and moving into our 
first house.

Most of the attention 
was on the fight between 
moderate and conservative 
Republicans in the state 
Senate. While much of the 
coverage leading up to the 
special session, including 
my coverage, focused on 
the drawing of the two new 
congressional districts.

Despite multiple edito-
rials from this paper and 
concerns raised by others 
about putting both Mor-
gantown/Monongal ia 
County and the Eastern 
Panhandle — the fastest 
growing population areas 
in the state — in the same 
district, that’s exactly what 
the Legislature did.  

∫∫∫
The new 2nd Congres-

sional District is in the 
north and the new 1st Con-
gressional District is in the 
south, breaking decades of 
tradition. At first, I thought 
it was a mistake, with 
whatever poor amendment 
drafter on the state Senate 
side of the building simply 
mixing up the district num-
bers. But the House of Del-
egates had an opportunity 
to fix the issue when they 
had to take the bill up again 
to make the bill effective 
from passage.

The move surprised and 
angered long-time polit-
icos, including U.S. Sen. 
Shelley Moore Capito. 
I’m told. Capito represent-
ed the 2nd Congressional 
District for nearly 15 years 
when it was sandwiched 
between the 1st and 3rd 
congressional districts. I 
don’t blame her for being 
annoyed.

∫∫∫
As a result of the new 

districts, current 3rd Dis-
trict Congresswoman Car-
ol Miller will have the new 
1st Congressional district 
to herself in 2022, assum-
ing that no Republican at-
tempts to primary her. But 
current 1st District Con-
gressman David McKin-
ley and 2nd Congressional 
District Congressman Alex 
Mooney will both have to 
face each other. McKin-
ley hails from Wheeling, 
while Mooney — a Mary-
land escapee — resides in 
Charles Town.

I almost have to wonder 
whether the numbering is-
sue truly was a mistake. I 
don’t believe that Mooney 
puts the congressional dis-
trict number on his cam-
paign signs, but the swap 
of the numbers means that 
Mooney doesn’t have to 
do much education for vot-
ers who are used to seeing 
2nd District by Mooney’s 
name.

McKinley, who has rep-
resented the 1st District 
since winning election in 
2010, will have to spend 
time telling voters who 
are used to being in the 1st 
District that they are now 
in the 2nd District. That 
combined with Mooney’s 
voting base in the popu-
lous Eastern Panhandle 
could be a challenge for 
McKinley.  

However, Mooney lost 
a lot of counties previous-
ly in the 2nd District to the 
new southern 1st District. 
Almost all of McKinley’s 
1st District counties — 
including the growing 
Morgantown/Mononga-
lia County region — are 
in the new 2nd District. 
Mooney will have to in-
troduce himself to voters 
who have never had him 
on a ballot before. He got 
a head start a few months 
ago with a visit to Park-
ersburg. McKinley paid 
a visit to Martinsburg last 

week.
∫∫∫

I also suspect 
the race will come 
down to who is most 
Trump-y. While 
both McKinley and 
Mooney have voted 
mostly with former 
president Donald 
Trump, McKinley 
was also a support-
er of an indepen-
dent commission to 

investigate the Jan. 6 mob 
attack on the U.S. Capitol 
to stop the certification of 
Joe Biden as President. 
West Virginia remains in 
the sway of Trump for bet-
ter or worse, so that vote 
could bite McKinley next 
year.

Yet, Mooney has been 
taking flack from his right 
flank for months now from 
Chuck de Caro, a contrib-
utor to Trump-conserva-
tive publication American 
Greatness. Mooney is 
accused of not being suf-
ficiently fighting for the 
right hard enough. While 
McKinley has had run-
ins with some of the more 
right-wing members of his 
caucus, such as North Car-
olina Republican Madison 
Cawthorn, McKinley has a 
lengthy conservative track 
record to run on and an 
ability to get bills through 
even a Democratic-con-
trolled House.

Mooney also has the 
fundraising advantage. 
According to the Federal 
Elections Commission, 
Mooney has $2.8 million 
in cash on hand compared 
to McKinley’s $502,774 
in cash on hand. But again, 
Mooney is under investi-
gation by the House Ethics 
Committee after the Office 
of Congressional Ethics 
found numerous and seri-
ous campaign finance vi-
olations made by Mooney.

The OCE released its 
investigative report nearly 
two weeks ago. It details 
alleged use of campaign 
donations for personal pur-
chases, trips outside his 
district, food, his personal 
car, and more by Mooney.

“…The Board finds that 
there is substantial rea-
son to believe that Rep. 
Mooney’s campaign com-
mittees reported campaign 
disbursements that may 
not be legitimate and ver-
ifiable campaign expendi-
tures attributable to bona 
fide campaign or political 
purposes,” the report stat-
ed.

“If Rep. Mooney con-
verted campaign funds 
from his campaign com-
mittees to personal use, 
or if Rep. Mooney’s cam-
paign committees expend-
ed funds that were not 
attributable to bona fide 
campaign or political pur-
poses, then Rep. Mooney 
may have violated House 
rules, standards of con-
duct, and federal law,” the 
report continued.

∫∫∫
Lastly, new polling out 

shows McKinley with 
higher name recognition 
than Mooney. Accord-
ing to a poll conducted 
by National Research Inc. 
between Oct. 23-26 with 
400 likely voters in the 
new 2nd District on be-
half of the GOPAC Elec-
tion Fund, McKinley leads 
Mooney 44% to 29% with 
18% undecided.

Of note though, both 
McKinley and Mooney re-
main popular in the coun-
ties that formerly made up 
their districts, with McKin-
ley having 65% favorabil-
ity and Mooney having 
62% favorability.

McKinley, whose 1st 
District counties make up 
65% of the new 2nd Dis-
trict, would beat Mooney 
62% to 11% in those 
counties, while Mooney 
would beat McKinley 
62% to 12% in the 35% of 
current 2nd District coun-
ties that would make up the 
new 2nd District.

The McKinley/Mooney 
match-up will be interest-
ing to watch in 2022.

McKinley Versus Mooney 
Matchup An Intriguing One
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By DEREK REDD
Managing Editor

After a year of going fully re-
mote, Youth Services System is 
bringing the Wheeling SleepOut 
back to the J.B. Chambers I-470 
Athletic Complex.

Teams can still participate vir-
tually, but the Miracle Field at the 
I-470 complex once again will 
be home to the event, which rais-
es awareness about youth home-
lessness and raises money to help 
youth ages 17-21 find housing 
through the YSS Transitional Liv-
ing Program.

The SleepOut begins at 6 p.m. 
Friday and concludes at 7 a.m. 
Saturday. 

Groups participating in the 
SleepOut can simply sleep under 
the stars in tents at the Miracle 
Field or at home, or they can par-
ticipate in the Boxed-In Design 
contest, where teams build struc-
tures out of cardboard and other 
items that a person is able to sleep 
in for a night. The theme for this 
year’s contest is “Oh The Places 
You’ll Go.” 

Celebrity judges will pick the 
winners for best in show, best 
overall design and best theme. 
Prizes also will be awarded to the 
top fundraisers.

Participants go to www.youth-
servicessystem.org/events to find 
an online registration form, a link 
to the Give Lively fundraising 
website where they create a profile 
and share with friends, and Boxed-
In Design Contest guidelines.

Besty Bethel-McFarland, YSS’ 
director of communications and 
grants, said the organization would 
like to know by Thursday if any 
group wanted to join the event. 

YSS is setting up sites for each 
team so they can participate at a 
safe social distance.

 Those who leave their pod ar-
eas will be asked to wear a mask 
until the return to their respective 
sites.

Bethel-McFarland added that 
the design competition is one of 
her highlights of the SleepOut.

“One of my favorite things about 
it is the team-building aspect,” 
she said. “You’re getting togeth-
er with whatever group it is and 

you’re doing something together. 
It’s a very creative process. And 
you learn about what the statistics 
are and what somebody would ac-
tually be experiencing if they had 
to sleep outside.”

The money raised at this event 
is extremely important, Beth-
el-McFarland said. With it, YSS 
can help a wider array of youth in 
need. According to YSS, the per-
centage of disconnected youth in 
West Virginia has decreased from 
20% to 15% in the past 10 years 
but is still more than the national 
rate of 11%.  

Last year, YSS served 121 
youth in the program, a 20% in-

crease over the previous year. 
“The money that we use can 

help the kids who don’t fall into 
any of the grant-funded catego-
ries,” she said. “That money can 
be used if a kid isn’t considered 
by the federal government to be 
a runaway homeless youth and 
doesn’t fit into that basket. Or if 
it’s not a foster kid and doesn’t fall 
into a state-funded basket.” 

Musicians New Age Adenas 
and Gage Joseph will perform at 
the field and others will provide 
entertainment virtually. To set up 
a team or donate, text WSO2021 
to 44-321 or go to  https://tinyurl.
com/wheelingsleepout2021.

Photo courtesy of YSS
Participants from a local Girl Scout troop work on a box design at the 
2019 Wheeling SleepOut. After going fully virtual last year, the event 
returns to the Miracle Field at the I-470 Athletic Complex on Friday. 
This year’s is a hybrid event, where teams can participate at the com-
plex or at home.

YSS Wheeling SleepOut 
Returns This Friday

By SHELLEY 
HANSON

For The Intelligencer
BRIDGEPORT — 

John Callarik, a World 
War II veteran, is a new 
member of the Ohio De-
partment of Veterans 
Services’ Ohio Veterans 
Hall of Fame Class of 
2021.

The induction cere-
mony was held Oct. 18 
in Columbus with Gov. 
Mike DeWine taking part 
in honoring Callarik and 
19 other veterans from 
across the state.

Callarik, 95, served in 
the U.S. Army for two 
years, mostly in Germany 
and during Adolf Hitler’s 
counter-offensive called 
“the Battle of the Bulge.” 
Callarik said it felt good 
to be recognized by the 
governor and so many 
people during the cere-
mony. He received two 
different plaques, a med-
al, a pin and a special ball 
cap for the occasion. 

Callarik said he tends 
not to talk much about 
what happened during the 
war, but he often thinks of 
the men he served with, 

especially those who did 
not make it home. Ac-
cording to the Army Cen-
ter of Military History, 
more than 75,000 Amer-
ican soldiers died during 
the battle, and between 
80,000 and 100,000 
Germans soldiers died.

“I can picture how they 
look, and I can see the 
whole battle and where 
they fell beside me,” Cal-

larik said of his fellow 
soldiers.

One memory he shared 
happened during the bat-
tle. He was taking cover 
behind a pillar when a 
woman appeared. 

“She came out of her 
farmhouse and I told her 
to get back in the house 
and lay on the floor,” he 
said, noting bullets were 
whizzing by from both 

armies.
Callarik said he does 

not remember serving 
with any other soldiers 
from the Bridgeport 
area, but he made a lot of 
friends during his service.

“They were a bunch of 
good guys,” he noted. 

Callarik said when he 
wears his WWII veteran 
ball cap and people thank 
him for his service, he 
feels as though he is pass-
ing on the honor to all of 
his friends who died in 
the war, too.

The Hall of Fame hon-
ors veterans not only for 
their service while in the 
military, but for their 
post-service accomplish-
ments and achievements 
as well.

Callarik started work-
ing at a young age on his 
family’s farm in Kirk-
wood Heights and later 
as a teen hauling coal 
with a horse and wagon 
for Y&O Coal. After he 
exited the Army, he came 
back home to Bridgeport 
and had a variety of busi-
nesses, including a pro-
duce stand and cab com-
pany.

Photo Provided 

John Callarik, center, of Bridgeport thanks the 
crowd during the Ohio Veterans Hall of Fame Class 
of 2021 ceremony. He is flanked by Ohio Department 
of Veterans Services Director Deborah Ashenhurst, 
left, and Gov. Mike DeWine.

Callarik Inducted Into Ohio Veterans Hall Of Fame 

n WoodSField

By JOSELYN KING
Staff Writer

WOODSFIELD — A suspect 
has been arrested following a 
double homicide taking place late 
Saturday night in Monroe County, 
and more information pertaining 
to the case is expected to be re-
leased today.

Sheriff Charles Black confirmed 
Sunday a man was being held at 
the Monroe County Jail on suspi-
cion of the murders. 

Black added the names of the 
deceased and the suspect and more 

specific information will not be 
released until family members of 
the deceased are notified, and he 
expected those details to become 
available today.

Black confirmed the two men 
were shot multiple times, and that 
their bodies were found at a trash 
dump along Ohio 26 south of 
Woodsfield.

A statement posted on social 
media by the Monroe County 
Sheriff's Office said a woman con-
tacted the department at 10:06 
p.m. Saturday, and told dispatch-

ers that three men had just left the 
residence to take trash up over the 
hill in the forest.  Only one of the 
men returned, and he took off in 
his vehicle.

The sheriff's department, along 
with the Division of Wildlife, ar-
rived on scene and searched the 
trash dump property. The deceased 
bodies of the two men were locat-
ed at the dump site with multiple 
gunshot wounds.

The suspect who fled was found 
and is currently being held at the 
Monroe County Jail.

Suspect Arrested In Double Homicide


