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On this Halloween 
2020, the skies are 
expected to be cleared of 
the rain that has washed 
over the Ohio Valley 
for the past two days. A 
glorious full moon will 
rise tonight and bathe 
the near-naked trees in a 
ghostly hue. 

 In most cities and 
towns, children will 
scurry from door to 
door seeking the much 
awaited treats of the 
Halloween tradition. 
While wearing costumes 
with masks has been 
popular since the early 
days of this celebration, 
this year there is an even 
greater reason to wear 
masks. 

 The COVID-19 
pandemic is stubborn. 
It continues to sicken 
people, take lives and 
disrupt what we used 
to know as our daily 
routines. It’s not going 
anywhere fast.

 To reduce the infec-
tion rate, we have been 
told for months to just 
wear the mask, wash our 
hands and stay out of 
cluster gatherings.

 I’ve heard the argu-
ments for wearing or not 
wearing masks during 
this pandemic. Stores 
and other businesses 
clearly post signs insist-
ing visitors are required 
to wear masks inside 
their establishments. We 
all have seen that the 
signs are meaningless to 
many.

 More than a handful 
of people — most of 
them senior citizens — 
have contacted me and 
said they have walked 
out of businesses where 
the mask rules are being 
ignored. Store employ-
ees claim they are told 
by corporate officials to 
say nothing to non-mask 
wearers. 

 But what about the 
bakery worker not 
wearing a mask while 
waiting on customers? 
What about the grocery 
bagger whose mask is 
clearly worn below her 
nose? What about the 
shopping carts no longer 
being sanitized at vari-
ous stores? 

  We are letting our 
guard down at a very 
crucial time in this pan-
demic. Now the weather 
is chasing us inside. The 
flu season is already 
showing itself. Warning 
signs are there, we just 
have to pay attention.

 In the short time since 
the new Menards store 
opened at The High-
lands, employees there 
have called for the sher-
iff’s department to assist 
employees when a few 
customers have refused 
to wear masks. They are 
asked to leave the store 
but some refuse. That’s 
when the law steps in 
— not to enforce the 
mask mandate, but to 
remove unruly visitors 
who won’t comply with 
store policy regarding 
the wearing of masks. It 
should not have to come 
to this. 

 Just wear the masks.
Think of it as Hallow-
een every day and your 
reward is a clean bill of 
health for you and those 
you love. 

 Heather Ziegler can 
be reached via email at 
hziegler@theintelligenc-
er.net or 1500 Main St., 
Wheeling, WV 26003.

What’s
Really
Scary

Team up with YSS to raise funds for youth facing
homelessness.

Decorate your window for a chance to win 
Peoples Choice Award!

Register for the WSO-Home for the Holidays here:
www.youthservicessystem.org

 

Questions? Contact Terra at tcrews@ysswv.com or 304-940-6899

Beginning November 20th, folks will visit your store front to
view your window then head to
www.youthservicessystem.org 

to vote for their favorite window!

Winner 

announced 

Dec. 4th

Windows must be decorted
according to the  theme-
Home for the Holidays.

Lights encouraged!
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 Showing off their winning trophy in the 2019 Wheeling 
SleepOut Boxed-In Design Contest are members of the Glow 
Chicks, from left, team captain Irene Harvey, Leslie Prince, 
Amy Pyle, Velvet Elkins and Michelle Harriman. The 10th 

annual Wheeling SleepOut will be virtual this year with a Home 
for the Holidays theme on Dec. 4.

LEFT 
OUT

IN THE 
COLD

SleepOut Aims To 
Stamp Out Youth 
Homelessness

WHEELING  —  While many older teens are 
worrying about online classes, COVID-19 and 
college applications, some are wondering wheth-
er they’ll have a roof over their heads tonight.

 In one year, about 550,000 youth experience 
homelessness, according to National Alliance to 
end Homelessness. Fifty percent of youth facing 
homelessness are unsheltered and sleeping out-
side, in a car or somewhere not meant for human 
habitation.

 To help combat local youth homelessness, 
Youth Services System Inc. is hosting the 10th 
annual Wheeling SleepOut on Dec. 4. Due to 
COVID, the event is virtual this year. 

 The SleepOut is an awareness and fundrais-
ing campaign for the YSS Transitional Living 
Program that offers housing, mentoring and life 
skills training for youth ages 17-21 who have 
aged out of foster care or are otherwise facing 
homelessness.

  “We are blessed to have the programs and 
incredible staff to help youth battle homelessness 
and staff to save youth from homelessness and 
guide

them to independent living,” said Terra Crews, 
YSS Special Events coordinator.

 “Tasha” is one of those youth. She was in the 
foster care system since birth and was physically 
and emotionally abused growing up. She was 
sent to a boarding school at age 10. When it was 
shut down, rather than being welcomed home she 
was placed in a shelter. At 17, she went to live 
with a family friend, but was sent to live at Crit-
tenton Services in Wheeling when she became 
pregnant. While there, she graduated early from 
high school and enrolled in college. Now 21, 
Tasha attends nursing classes at West Virginia 
Northern Community College while working at a 
local nursing rehabilitation center and caring for 
her 3-year-old son.

Please see SleepOut, Page C5

∫ Between 1.6 and 2.8 million youth run away in a year. (Hammer 
et al, 2002, Greene, 1995)

∫ Individual or family risk factors during adolescence predicted 
homelessness as young adults.

∫ Youth who ran away from home multiple times, those with 
nontraditional family structures, parental health issues prevent-
ing work, or low educational achievement were at increased risk of 
homelessness. 

∫ Two factors reduced the risk of homelessness among youth: be-
ing Hispanic and having parents who are supportive but permissive 
in their parenting style. 

∫ Running away from home once decreases the likelihood that a 
youth will graduate from high school by 10%.  

∫ Running away from home multiple times decreases the likeli-
hood of completing high school by 18%. 

∫ 47% of runaway/homeless youth indicated that conflict between 
them and their parent or guardian was a major problem. 

∫ Over 50% of youth in shelters and on the streets reported that 
their parents either told them to leave or knew they were leaving but 

Facts About Homeless/Runaway Youth

Source: youthservicessystem.org

Windows must be decorated 
according to the theme  

(Home for the Holidays).

Lights encouraged!

Due to the continued 
uncertainty created by 
COVID-19, West Vir-
ginia Public Broadcasting 
will film the induction 
ceremony in advance 
with no live audience.

 The show will air from 
7-9 p.m. Nov. 14   on 
WVPB stations across 
West Virginia and will 
also be streamed on Pass-
port. 

The inductees and pre-
senters are Ethel Caf-
fie-Austin (presenter: Ol-
lie Watts Davis), Honey 
and Sonny Davis (present-
er: Tim O’Brien and Jan 

Fabricous), Larry Groce 
(presenters: Andy Ride-
nour and Francis Fisher), 
The Hammons Family 
(presenter: Eric Waggon-
er), and Mayf Nutter (pre-
senter: Pat Boone).

 There will be musical 
performances by Ethel 
Caffie-Austin, Pat Boone, 
Larry Groce, Trevor Ham-
mons and Jesse Milnes, 
Vince Herman and Annie 
Neeley, Charlie McCoy, 
Mayf Nutter, Emily Mill-
er, Tim O’Brien and Jan 
Fabricius, and Billy Edd 
Wheeler.

Mayf Nutter and Pat 

Boone’s performances 
will be recorded in Ba-
kersfield, California.

The house band will be 
led by 2008 WVMHoF 
inductee Charlie McCoy. 

 The show will be host-
ed by Leftover Salmon 
founder Vince Herman 
and Emily Miller, Artistic 
Director of Augusta Heri-
tage Center.
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Whether you’re seeking a local place of  worship, volunteer opportunities or simply 
inspiration, this page is geared towards organizations and businesses supporting faith 

and connecting you with religious resources in our communities.

FAITH HOPE
LOVELOVE

WTRFDT-ABC (GTRF):
COMCAST - CH 4 & CH 804(HD)

DIRECTV - CH 6
DISH - CH 10

BELLAIRE CABLE - CH 13
OVER THE AIR - 7.3

www.vancechurch.org
905 National Road, Wheeling, WV 26003

Phone: 304-232-0980

We Welcome ALL 
to Vance Memorial 

Presbyterian 
Church for Worship!
~ 10am Worship Service 

(Radio Broadcast over WKWK 97.3 FM)
~ 9am Sunday School

~ Communion is First Sunday 
of Every Month

VISIT OUR 
FACEBOOK 

PAGE 
FOR LIVE 

BROADCAST

“It’s hard to balance 
student, employee and 
mom duties, but I’m mak-
ing it happen,” Tasha said. 
“I love the life God has 
blessed me with and the 
support I get from YSS, 
Youth Opportunities Un-
limited and more.” Youth 
Opportunities Unlimited 
is a YSS program in con-
junction with WorkForce 
West Virginia that helps 
youth find and sustain 
employment.

This year’s theme is 
Home for the Holidays. 
The theme reflects the fact 
that YSS is home for all 
the youth in its residential 
programs, including Tran-
sitional Living, two emer-
gency shelters and the 
Ronald C. Mulholland Ju-
venile Center. Also driv-
ing the theme is that, with 
COVID-19, more peo-
ple may be staying home 
for the holidays. Finally, 
while SleepOut partici-
pants usually build their 
cardboard structures at 
the Miracle League Field 
in the I-470 Sports Com-
plex, this year they will 
be building them at home, 
submitting videos of the 
structure for the judges.

“Our virtual events 
have been successful 
this year. Although we 
miss coming together 
for special events we are 
thankful to continue our 
tradition for our youth 
virtually,” Crews said.

The goal for the 
SleepOut is to increase 
awareness and raise 
$100,000.

“We’ve set the high-
est goal in Wheeling 
SleepOut history be-
cause we need to. Youth 
homelessness is a grow-
ing problem. Without 

the support from our 
community we would 
not be able to do what 
we do for youth facing 
homelessness.”

Registration is now 
open for the Boxed-In 
Design Contest, where 
participants build a card-
board structure and com-
pete for prizes. New this 
year is a window display 
contest for local business-
es. The peer-to peer-fund-
raising competition also 
is underway. Sponsor-
ships are welcome. For 
information, please visit 
www.youthservicessys-
tem.org/events. For ques-
tions, email Terra Crews, 
tcrews@ysswv.com or 
call 304-218-2834.
About Youth Services 

System Inc.: 
Youth Services System 

Inc. is committed to re-
sponding to the complex 
needs of youth at serious 
risk. For 46 years, Youth 
Services System, Inc. 
has reached thousands of 
youth and their families 
with our shelter, residen-
tial, community-based 
and professional services. 

Together with youth 
and their families, we 
work to improve their 
physical and emotion-
al well-being, to address 
the debilitating effects of 
abuse, addiction, and trau-
ma, and to build the skills 
and connections they need 
to be successful. 

Supported by a volun-
teer Board of Directors, 
dedicated staff, and faith-
ful community support, 
Youth Services System, 
Inc. makes an impact in 
the lives of youth. For 
more information, visit 
www.youthservicessys-
tem.org.

SleepOut
Continued from Page C1

Lee Set To Entertain at Next 
Thursday Music Club Meeting 

BETHLEHEM — The 
Thursday Music Club will have 
its  Membership Invitational 
Meeting at 11 a.m. Thursday, 
Nove. 5 at the CharHouse at 
Woodview in Bethlehem. Pro-
fessor Gerald Lee of West Lib-
erty University will entertain 
with his magical fingers on the 
piano. Sponsors for this pro-
gram are Joan Campbell and 
Geri Sloane.

The luncheon will be pro-
vided by CharHouse and there 
is a charge. You must have a 
reservation to attend. To make 
a reservation, call Emily Mayer 
at 304-232-1714. Social dis-
tancing will be practiced and 
all attendees must wear a mask. 
There will be a 50/50 draw-
ing this year. Judy Beaver is in 
charge.

 Members Candia Riddle and 
Suzi Whitecotton will greet 
members and guests.

Outgoing president Geri 
Sloane will install the new of-
ficers for 2020/2021: Judy 
Szymialis, president;  Lynn 
Welsh, vice president; Teresa 
Podolski-Cybulski, secretary; 
and Mary Ann Mysliwiec, trea-
surer.

The Thursday Music Club 
Study Group held at St. James 
Evangelical Lutheran Church 
is canceled for this year. Efforts 
are being made to start up again 
in February 2021. For more in-
formation call Lynn Welsh at 
304-277-4730

Anita Chops, Thursday Mu-
sic Club chorus director, is 
planning on starting practices 
in January for the spring con-

cert. For more information, call 
Anita at 304-551-1414

 The Thursday Music Club’s 
Young Musician Auditions 
will be held on Friday, March 
26 and Saturday, March 27 at 
Vance Memorial Presbyterian 
Church. The Honor’s Concert 
will be held

Sunday, April 11. For more 
information, call Anita Chops 
at 304-551-1414

 The next meeting of the club 
will be Thursday, Dec. 3. We 
are preparing each month as 
we go and following the Ohio 
County Health Department’s 
rules. 

The club is not doing a new 
yearbook this year. Please con-
tinue to use the one from 2019-
2020. Call Lynn Welsh at 304-
277-4730 with any changes.

Music Hall of Fame Induction To Air Nov. 14

WHEELING — 
The Woman’s Club of 
Wheeling will meet on 
Friday, Nov. 6 at Mon-
ument Place, Kruger 
Street in Elm Grove. The 
executive board meeting 
will begin at 10:45 a.m. 
and the general meeting 
will begin at 1 p.m.

Club President Joyce 
Spurlock will preside 
over both meetings  The 
program is “The Hobbs 
Sisters.”

The Hobbs sisters, 
Hannah and Lauren, 
were always singing 
while growing up in 
Pittsburgh.    They cred-
it both their grandfather 
John and the church 
choir for getting them 

into music. Now based 
out of Nashville, Ten-
nessee, they have played 
fairs and festivals in the 
tri-state region.  They 
began performing as a 
duo in the Pittsburgh 
area, as well as in Win-
ston Salem, North Car-
olina, where they grad-
uated from Wake Forest 
University. They have 
opened for many nation-
al acts such as Charlie 
Daniels, Lady Antebel-
lum, Diamond Rio, and 
Brett Eldredge.   

From their harmo-
ny-driven original songs 
to their unique interpre-
tations of popular coun-
try covers, The Hobbs 
Sisters are making a 

name for themselves 
as singers, songwriters 
and entertainers.  Com-
bine Hannah and Lau-
ren Hobbs and you get 
a modern country duo 
with unique original mu-
sic and twin sister har-
monies. 

The club will not be 
holding the White El-
ephant Sale, due to 
COVID-19 concerns. 
The proceeds from the 
sale help fund Operation 
Smile, so instead of the 
sale, there will be a col-
lection to raise funds for 
this project. 

Visit the Club’s Face-
book page to see photos 
and videos of the clubs 
activities.

Woman’s Club Will Meet Nov. 6
LEE

Red Cross of the Ohio Valley 
Seeks Holiday Mail for Heroes

The American Red Cross of the 
Ohio River Valley is encourag-
ing people to “Give Something 
That Means Something” by par-
ticipating in the Holiday Mail for 
Heroes campaign. This Red Cross 
annual campaign affords individu-
als, families, schools, youth, civic 
groups, scouting troops, places of 
worship, corporations and commu-
nity groups the opportunity to send 
messages of thanks and holiday 
cheer to military members, veter-
ans, and their families.   

Sending holiday mail to Amer-
ican military members, veterans, 
and their families allows commu-
nities to express messages of grat-
itude and to share holiday cheer. 
Your local Red Cross office will 
collect, sort, and distribute the hol-
iday cards to military members, 
veterans and their families.

“Holiday Mail for Heroes en-
ables our community to send hol-
iday greetings to the dedicated, 
hardworking military members, 
veterans and their families. It just 
takes a moment to sign a card to 
share your appreciation for the 
sacrifices members of the military 
community make. With the large 
population of veterans in our area 

this allows you to say thank you 
and spread holiday cheer to those 
who have given so much” says Sha-
ron Kesselring, Executive Director 
of American Red Cross of the Ohio 
River Valley.

 Guidelines for Holiday Mail in-
cludes:

 ∫ All you need is a pen and a 
piece of paper to show your ap-
preciation and send some holiday 
cheer.

 ∫ Ensure that all cards are 
signed.

 ∫ Use generic salutations such 
as “Dear Service Member”, “Dear 
Veteran”, or “Dear Military  Mem-
ber.” Cards addressed to specific 
individuals cannot be delivered 
through this program.

 ∫ Only cards are being accept-
ed. Do not send or include letters or 
envelopes.

 ∫ Do not include email or home 
addresses on the cards: the program 
is not meant to foster pen pal rela-
tionships.

 ∫ Do not include inserts of any 
kind, including photos: these items 
will be removed during the review-
ing process.

 ∫ Please refrain from choosing 
cards with glitter or using loose 
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days of this celebration, 
this year there is an even 
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masks. 
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to know as our daily 
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 To reduce the infec-
tion rate, we have been 
told for months to just 
wear the mask, wash our 
hands and stay out of 
cluster gatherings.

 I’ve heard the argu-
ments for wearing or not 
wearing masks during 
this pandemic. Stores 
and other businesses 
clearly post signs insist-
ing visitors are required 
to wear masks inside 
their establishments. We 
all have seen that the 
signs are meaningless to 
many.

 More than a handful 
of people — most of 
them senior citizens — 
have contacted me and 
said they have walked 
out of businesses where 
the mask rules are being 
ignored. Store employ-
ees claim they are told 
by corporate officials to 
say nothing to non-mask 
wearers. 
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bakery worker not 
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ous stores? 
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crucial time in this pan-
demic. Now the weather 
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showing itself. Warning 
signs are there, we just 
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 In the short time since 
the new Menards store 
opened at The High-
lands, employees there 
have called for the sher-
iff’s department to assist 
employees when a few 
customers have refused 
to wear masks. They are 
asked to leave the store 
but some refuse. That’s 
when the law steps in 
— not to enforce the 
mask mandate, but to 
remove unruly visitors 
who won’t comply with 
store policy regarding 
the wearing of masks. It 
should not have to come 
to this. 

 Just wear the masks.
Think of it as Hallow-
een every day and your 
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health for you and those 
you love. 
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er.net or 1500 Main St., 
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Register for the WSO-Home for the Holidays here:
www.youthservicessystem.org

 

Questions? Contact Terra at tcrews@ysswv.com or 304-940-6899

Beginning November 20th, folks will visit your store front to
view your window then head to
www.youthservicessystem.org 

to vote for their favorite window!

Winner 

announced 

Dec. 4th

Windows must be decorted
according to the  theme-
Home for the Holidays.

Lights encouraged!

Photo Provided

 Showing off their winning trophy in the 2019 Wheeling 
SleepOut Boxed-In Design Contest are members of the Glow 
Chicks, from left, team captain Irene Harvey, Leslie Prince, 
Amy Pyle, Velvet Elkins and Michelle Harriman. The 10th 

annual Wheeling SleepOut will be virtual this year with a Home 
for the Holidays theme on Dec. 4.
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SleepOut Aims To 
Stamp Out Youth 
Homelessness

WHEELING  —  While many older teens are 
worrying about online classes, COVID-19 and 
college applications, some are wondering wheth-
er they’ll have a roof over their heads tonight.

 In one year, about 550,000 youth experience 
homelessness, according to National Alliance to 
end Homelessness. Fifty percent of youth facing 
homelessness are unsheltered and sleeping out-
side, in a car or somewhere not meant for human 
habitation.

 To help combat local youth homelessness, 
Youth Services System Inc. is hosting the 10th 
annual Wheeling SleepOut on Dec. 4. Due to 
COVID, the event is virtual this year. 

 The SleepOut is an awareness and fundrais-
ing campaign for the YSS Transitional Living 
Program that offers housing, mentoring and life 
skills training for youth ages 17-21 who have 
aged out of foster care or are otherwise facing 
homelessness.

  “We are blessed to have the programs and 
incredible staff to help youth battle homelessness 
and staff to save youth from homelessness and 
guide

them to independent living,” said Terra Crews, 
YSS Special Events coordinator.

 “Tasha” is one of those youth. She was in the 
foster care system since birth and was physically 
and emotionally abused growing up. She was 
sent to a boarding school at age 10. When it was 
shut down, rather than being welcomed home she 
was placed in a shelter. At 17, she went to live 
with a family friend, but was sent to live at Crit-
tenton Services in Wheeling when she became 
pregnant. While there, she graduated early from 
high school and enrolled in college. Now 21, 
Tasha attends nursing classes at West Virginia 
Northern Community College while working at a 
local nursing rehabilitation center and caring for 
her 3-year-old son.

Please see SleepOut, Page C5

∫ Between 1.6 and 2.8 million youth run away in a year. (Hammer 
et al, 2002, Greene, 1995)

∫ Individual or family risk factors during adolescence predicted 
homelessness as young adults.

∫ Youth who ran away from home multiple times, those with 
nontraditional family structures, parental health issues prevent-
ing work, or low educational achievement were at increased risk of 
homelessness. 

∫ Two factors reduced the risk of homelessness among youth: be-
ing Hispanic and having parents who are supportive but permissive 
in their parenting style. 

∫ Running away from home once decreases the likelihood that a 
youth will graduate from high school by 10%.  

∫ Running away from home multiple times decreases the likeli-
hood of completing high school by 18%. 

∫ 47% of runaway/homeless youth indicated that conflict between 
them and their parent or guardian was a major problem. 

∫ Over 50% of youth in shelters and on the streets reported that 
their parents either told them to leave or knew they were leaving but 

Facts About Homeless/Runaway Youth

Source: youthservicessystem.org

Windows must be decorated 
according to the theme  

(Home for the Holidays).

Lights encouraged!


