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By ROBERT A. DEFRANK
For The Intelligencer

Two people are facing crim-
inal charges in connection with 
an Oct. 1 hazing incident in 
Barnesville.

According to Belmont Coun-
ty Western Division Court, 
charges of hazing have been 
filed against Jayden Lucas, 18, 
of Barnesville for his alleged 
participation in the incident. 
His arraignment was set for 
Oct. 28. The Barnesville Police 
Department also expects the 
same charges to be filed against 
a juvenile whose case would be 
handled by the county’s Juve-
nile and Probate Court.

The charge is a fourth-degree 
misdemeanor. Ohio Revised 

Code currently classifies haz-
ing as a second-degree mis-
demeanor, but this took effect 
after the incident occured in the 
back parking lot of Barnesville 
High School. 

In an apparent initiation of 
a freshman football player, re-
ports indicate the teenager was 
tied to a pole while numerous 
other juveniles were at the site. 
A truck was backed near the 
freshman, and the alleged per-
petrators implied a strap would 
be attached to him so the truck 
could drag him. An unloaded 
crossbow also was allegedly 
pointed at his head. The hazing 
reportedly ended when some of 
the participants decided it was 
going too far, untied the fresh-

man and called his parents.
Belmont County Prosecutor 

Kevin Flanagan previously said 
his office expected to charge 
the participant who drove the 
truck and the one with the 
crossbow. Lucas and the ac-
cused juvenile’s alleged roles 
in the incident were not speci-
fied Thursday.

The teen victim’s father said 
he was extremely dissatisfied 
with the low-level misdemean-
or charges. In a series of phone 
interviews and text messages, 
he said he believes the appro-
priate charges would include 
attempted murder, gross negli-
gence, attempted assualt with 
a deadly weapon, brandishing 
a weapon and kidnapping. He 

believes incarceration is war-
ranted for the two main par-
ticipants, along with charges 
for everyone present who did 
nothing to stop the actions of 
the accused. He added that his 
son had no idea anything of the 
kind would occur when he was 
hanging out with the others.

The father said he is retaining 
a lawyer and intends to pursue 
legal action against the school 
district. He said he has been in 
contact with the Ohio Attorney 
General’s Office.

Meanwhile, the family has 
also started the Facebook page 
“Brnesville Enough” -- without 
an A in Barnesville -- to raise 
awareness of hazing and bul-
lying in the Barnesville area. 

More than 240 people have 
“friended” the profile since its 
launch on Wednesday. The fa-
ther said such incidents should 
not be “swept under the rug.”

Flanagan, however, said the 
charges are appropriate for the 
case.

“We will pursue the charges 
that are most appropriate for 
the facts that have been uncov-
ered during the investigation. 
We cannot be swayed by emo-
tion,” Flanagan said. 

Barnesville Exempted Vil-
lage School District Superin-
tendent Angela Hannahs said 
because the investigation is on-
going, she could not comment 
on possible penalties for partic-
ipants in the incident.

By ERIC AYRES
Staff Writer

Lingering 80-degree weather may 
not seem to be conducive to usher 
in winter weather activities — but 
don’t tell that to the Zamboni driver 
or skate club members at Wheeling 
Park.

In fact, the ice at the J.B. Cham-
bers Memorial Ice Rink is ready to 
officially open to the public for the 
season beginning this evening at 
7:30 p.m.

“We’re right on schedule, actual-
ly,” Nat Goudy, manager at Wheel-
ing Park, said of the ice rink’s open-
ing today. “We always shoot for the 
third or fourth week of October.”

Last year during the height of 
the COVID-19 pandemic, the rink 
opened for the season early — in 
August — in order to give people 
a good option for outdoor activities 
while almost all other public events 
were canceled.

Pandemic aside, last year was a 
banner year for the ice rink, as high-
ly anticipated improvements were 
completed at the site. The Wheeling 
Park Commission broke ground on a 

$1.35 million renovation in March, 
a project that transformed the com-
munity ice rink into a new, state-of-
the-art ice complex and multipur-
pose community facility.

“It’s newly renovated and ready 
to go,” Goudy said, encouraging 
people of all ages to come check out 
the upgraded rink during open pub-
lic skating times this season. “It’s a 
great opportunity to get some exer-
cise while having a good time.”

Goudy said typically, families 
tend to come out and skate during 
the afternoons, and teens from all 
across the Ohio Valley seem to en-
joy getting together for evening 
skates. On weekdays, the ice rink is 
open during the day from 1-3 p.m., 
when there is usually much lighter 
skate traffic and a good opportuni-
ty for seniors to avoid the crowds 
and take the ice or for families with 
younger children to comfortably try 
out ice skating for the first time.

Admission to the J.B. Chambers 
Memorial Ice Rink at Wheeling Park 
is $7.75 for skaters ages 13 and 
over, and $6.75 for children ages 
3-12. Children ages 12 and under 

must be accompanied by an adult. 
Skate rental is $4.50 per person, and 
season passes are also available.

“We’re always available for 
groups of all kinds — Boy Scouts, 
Girl Scouts, church groups — and 
we can be booked for birthday par-
ties, too,” Goudy said, noting that 
food options and other accommo-
dations are available with birthday 
party packages. “It’s always a fun 
time.”

In addition to open public skating, 
the ice rink also hosts events by the 
Wheeling Skate Club and the Ohio 
Valley Hockey Association. There 
are even adult pick-up hockey ses-
sions available from 10 a.m. to noon 
on Mondays and Fridays.

Anyone interested in figure skat-
ing lessons can visit wheelingskate-
club.org. For more information 
about clinics and programs for skat-
ers of all ages and skill levels, visit 
the Ohio Valley Hockey Associa-
tion’s website at wvovha.com.

To learn more about Wheeling 
Park — Oglebay’s “sister park” — 
or to check out other activities there, 
visit oglebay.com/wheeling-park.

By JOSELYN KING
Staff Writer

Wheeling Park High School cheerleaders are 
working to help a youngster to become the first 
“Little Miss” or “Little Mr.” at WPHS, and rais-
ing money for their cheering program in the pro-
cess.

There are 15 cheerleaders on the square, and 
each has paired themself with a youth that is 
a candidate in the contest, explained cheering 
coach Shawna Shepherd. 

Each twosome is working on a project to raise 
money for the cheering program, and the young 
candidate garnering the most money takes the 
crown.

The winner will be announced during the 
WPHS-Brooke football game on Oct. 22.

Proceeds raised will be used to pay for the 
cheerleaders’ competitions, uniforms and cho-
reography.

Shepherd said most of the cheerleaders and 
their partners are writing letters to businesses 
and friends asking for donations, utilizing on-
line fundraising resources or organizing raffles.

But cheerleaders A.J. Walters and her team-
mate, Mirabella Seabright, a first grade student 
at Steenrod Elementary, are high-kicking their 
efforts to drum up support. They also saw the 
fundraiser as an opportunity to help a communi-
ty organization.

From 11 a.m. to 4 p.m. on both Saturday and 
Sunday, Walters and Seabright will be at Quak-
er Steak and Lube at The Highlands for a “coats 
and coins” event.

They are collecting  new and gently used coats 
that will be donated to those in Ohio County 
Schools who need them, and to the Youth Ser-
vices Systems Freeze Shelter.

In addition, they will be accepting coins to 
benefit the cheerleaders.

“They wanted to give back as well as fund-
raise,” Shepherd explained of the duo. “And 
Quaker Steak will be donating 10% of their 
profits to the cheerleaders.

“Mirabella will be at the event collecting 
coins. So when you’re looking for coats to do-
nate, check the pocket for coins and donate it to 
the ‘Little Miss.’”

Those interested in contributing coats or coins 
but cannot make the event should Venmo their 
coin contribution to @Fawn-Thomas-3, or call 
Thomas at 304-281-0077.

The cheerleaders selected their teammates 
from those attending their cheering camp in ear-
ly August, and participants are between the ages 
of 5 and 12. 

Shepherd said if the program goes well this 
year, it may be expanded next year to contain 
more age groups.

Charges Filed in Barnesville Hazing, Family to File Suit
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By ALAN OLSON
Staff Writer

A life in service to the com-
munity earned Beth Bertrand 
a standing ovation at the Mar-
shall County Chamber of Com-
merce dinner.

Bertrand was honored with 
the Dr. David Ealy Community 
Service Award for her lifelong 
dedication to her community, 
from her work with children of 
many ages, her work to keep 
drivers certified in the county, 
and volunteering her time to 
help administer the COVID-19 
vaccine in retirement.

“(Bertrand) has served our 
community in so many ways 
over the years,” said Jodi Cun-
ningham, Chamber board pres-
ident. “... Throughout all of 
these roles, she has aided many 
organizations and their efforts 
to support community service 
projects.”

Cunningham spoke of the nu-
merous roles Bertrand has held 
over the years. From her work 
as a bus driver and transpor-
tation director with Marshall 
County Schools, to certifying 

many CDL drivers statewide, 
Bertrand also served on the 
state board for bus drivers. 

Bertrand also volunteered 
countless hours to fundraisers, 
concession stands, and local 
programs to support student 
athletes, as well as Marshall 
County 4-H and FFA, member 
and president of the PTA, and 

as a member and president of 
Marshall County Fair Board. 
This is in addition to her role 
as member and president of the 
Chamber itself, and the myriad 
functions the Chamber puts on.

She also volunteers much of 
her time assisting the Marshall 
County Health Department 
with distributing vaccines at 

the COVID clinics, as well as 
working in the department it-
self. 

Bertrand said she was 
touched and honored to have 
been selected for the award.

“It’s an honor, and quite a 
surprise. I enjoyed all of it,” 
she said.

The Chamber presented the 

Lifetime Achievement Award 
to Main Street Bank, which 
opened its doors in 2001. 
Chamber Executive Director 
Scott Reager said Main Street 
Bank had been an invaluable 
partner for countless commu-
nity events over their two de-
cades in operation.

“They’ve provided countless 
support for Marshall County 
Schools, athletic programs, the 
Marshall County Fair, Strand 
(Theatre), local schools, and 
many other programs to benefit 
the citizens of Marshall Coun-
ty,” Reager said.

“Their community outreach 
is unwavering and undeniable, 
not just in Marshall County but 
in the Ohio Valley.”

The dinner also featured a 
panel of speakers including 
Craig White, executive direc-
tor of the county Convention 
and Visitors Bureau, assistant 
schools superintendent Woody 
Yoder, RED president and 
CEO Josh Jefferson, and coun-
ty commissioner John Gruz-
inskas. The event was catered 
by Bob’s Lunch.

Photo by Alan Olson
Beth Bertrand is presented with the Dr. David Ealy Community Service Award for a lifetime of 
service to her community. Pictured, from left, are Jodi Cunningham, Bertrand, Zachary Blair and 
Scott Reager.
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Ice skating at the J.B. Chambers Memorial Ice Rink at Wheeling Park returns for the season starting this evening.
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Two people are facing crim-
inal charges in connection with 
an Oct. 1 hazing incident in 
Barnesville.

According to Belmont Coun-
ty Western Division Court, 
charges of hazing have been 
filed against Jayden Lucas, 18, 
of Barnesville for his alleged 
participation in the incident. 
His arraignment was set for 
Oct. 28. The Barnesville Police 
Department also expects the 
same charges to be filed against 
a juvenile whose case would be 
handled by the county’s Juve-
nile and Probate Court.

The charge is a fourth-degree 
misdemeanor. Ohio Revised 

Code currently classifies haz-
ing as a second-degree mis-
demeanor, but this took effect 
after the incident occured in the 
back parking lot of Barnesville 
High School. 

In an apparent initiation of 
a freshman football player, re-
ports indicate the teenager was 
tied to a pole while numerous 
other juveniles were at the site. 
A truck was backed near the 
freshman, and the alleged per-
petrators implied a strap would 
be attached to him so the truck 
could drag him. An unloaded 
crossbow also was allegedly 
pointed at his head. The hazing 
reportedly ended when some of 
the participants decided it was 
going too far, untied the fresh-

man and called his parents.
Belmont County Prosecutor 

Kevin Flanagan previously said 
his office expected to charge 
the participant who drove the 
truck and the one with the 
crossbow. Lucas and the ac-
cused juvenile’s alleged roles 
in the incident were not speci-
fied Thursday.

The teen victim’s father said 
he was extremely dissatisfied 
with the low-level misdemean-
or charges. In a series of phone 
interviews and text messages, 
he said he believes the appro-
priate charges would include 
attempted murder, gross negli-
gence, attempted assualt with 
a deadly weapon, brandishing 
a weapon and kidnapping. He 

believes incarceration is war-
ranted for the two main par-
ticipants, along with charges 
for everyone present who did 
nothing to stop the actions of 
the accused. He added that his 
son had no idea anything of the 
kind would occur when he was 
hanging out with the others.

The father said he is retaining 
a lawyer and intends to pursue 
legal action against the school 
district. He said he has been in 
contact with the Ohio Attorney 
General’s Office.

Meanwhile, the family has 
also started the Facebook page 
“Brnesville Enough” -- without 
an A in Barnesville -- to raise 
awareness of hazing and bul-
lying in the Barnesville area. 

More than 240 people have 
“friended” the profile since its 
launch on Wednesday. The fa-
ther said such incidents should 
not be “swept under the rug.”

Flanagan, however, said the 
charges are appropriate for the 
case.

“We will pursue the charges 
that are most appropriate for 
the facts that have been uncov-
ered during the investigation. 
We cannot be swayed by emo-
tion,” Flanagan said. 

Barnesville Exempted Vil-
lage School District Superin-
tendent Angela Hannahs said 
because the investigation is on-
going, she could not comment 
on possible penalties for partic-
ipants in the incident.
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Lingering 80-degree weather may 
not seem to be conducive to usher 
in winter weather activities — but 
don’t tell that to the Zamboni driver 
or skate club members at Wheeling 
Park.

In fact, the ice at the J.B. Cham-
bers Memorial Ice Rink is ready to 
officially open to the public for the 
season beginning this evening at 
7:30 p.m.

“We’re right on schedule, actual-
ly,” Nat Goudy, manager at Wheel-
ing Park, said of the ice rink’s open-
ing today. “We always shoot for the 
third or fourth week of October.”

Last year during the height of 
the COVID-19 pandemic, the rink 
opened for the season early — in 
August — in order to give people 
a good option for outdoor activities 
while almost all other public events 
were canceled.

Pandemic aside, last year was a 
banner year for the ice rink, as high-
ly anticipated improvements were 
completed at the site. The Wheeling 
Park Commission broke ground on a 

$1.35 million renovation in March, 
a project that transformed the com-
munity ice rink into a new, state-of-
the-art ice complex and multipur-
pose community facility.

“It’s newly renovated and ready 
to go,” Goudy said, encouraging 
people of all ages to come check out 
the upgraded rink during open pub-
lic skating times this season. “It’s a 
great opportunity to get some exer-
cise while having a good time.”

Goudy said typically, families 
tend to come out and skate during 
the afternoons, and teens from all 
across the Ohio Valley seem to en-
joy getting together for evening 
skates. On weekdays, the ice rink is 
open during the day from 1-3 p.m., 
when there is usually much lighter 
skate traffic and a good opportuni-
ty for seniors to avoid the crowds 
and take the ice or for families with 
younger children to comfortably try 
out ice skating for the first time.

Admission to the J.B. Chambers 
Memorial Ice Rink at Wheeling Park 
is $7.75 for skaters ages 13 and 
over, and $6.75 for children ages 
3-12. Children ages 12 and under 

must be accompanied by an adult. 
Skate rental is $4.50 per person, and 
season passes are also available.

“We’re always available for 
groups of all kinds — Boy Scouts, 
Girl Scouts, church groups — and 
we can be booked for birthday par-
ties, too,” Goudy said, noting that 
food options and other accommo-
dations are available with birthday 
party packages. “It’s always a fun 
time.”

In addition to open public skating, 
the ice rink also hosts events by the 
Wheeling Skate Club and the Ohio 
Valley Hockey Association. There 
are even adult pick-up hockey ses-
sions available from 10 a.m. to noon 
on Mondays and Fridays.

Anyone interested in figure skat-
ing lessons can visit wheelingskate-
club.org. For more information 
about clinics and programs for skat-
ers of all ages and skill levels, visit 
the Ohio Valley Hockey Associa-
tion’s website at wvovha.com.

To learn more about Wheeling 
Park — Oglebay’s “sister park” — 
or to check out other activities there, 
visit oglebay.com/wheeling-park.
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Wheeling Park High School cheerleaders are 
working to help a youngster to become the first 
“Little Miss” or “Little Mr.” at WPHS, and rais-
ing money for their cheering program in the pro-
cess.

There are 15 cheerleaders on the square, and 
each has paired themself with a youth that is 
a candidate in the contest, explained cheering 
coach Shawna Shepherd. 

Each twosome is working on a project to raise 
money for the cheering program, and the young 
candidate garnering the most money takes the 
crown.

The winner will be announced during the 
WPHS-Brooke football game on Oct. 22.

Proceeds raised will be used to pay for the 
cheerleaders’ competitions, uniforms and cho-
reography.

Shepherd said most of the cheerleaders and 
their partners are writing letters to businesses 
and friends asking for donations, utilizing on-
line fundraising resources or organizing raffles.

But cheerleaders A.J. Walters and her team-
mate, Mirabella Seabright, a first grade student 
at Steenrod Elementary, are high-kicking their 
efforts to drum up support. They also saw the 
fundraiser as an opportunity to help a communi-
ty organization.

From 11 a.m. to 4 p.m. on both Saturday and 
Sunday, Walters and Seabright will be at Quak-
er Steak and Lube at The Highlands for a “coats 
and coins” event.

They are collecting  new and gently used coats 
that will be donated to those in Ohio County 
Schools who need them, and to the Youth Ser-
vices Systems Freeze Shelter.

In addition, they will be accepting coins to 
benefit the cheerleaders.

“They wanted to give back as well as fund-
raise,” Shepherd explained of the duo. “And 
Quaker Steak will be donating 10% of their 
profits to the cheerleaders.

“Mirabella will be at the event collecting 
coins. So when you’re looking for coats to do-
nate, check the pocket for coins and donate it to 
the ‘Little Miss.’”

Those interested in contributing coats or coins 
but cannot make the event should Venmo their 
coin contribution to @Fawn-Thomas-3, or call 
Thomas at 304-281-0077.

The cheerleaders selected their teammates 
from those attending their cheering camp in ear-
ly August, and participants are between the ages 
of 5 and 12. 

Shepherd said if the program goes well this 
year, it may be expanded next year to contain 
more age groups.
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A life in service to the com-
munity earned Beth Bertrand 
a standing ovation at the Mar-
shall County Chamber of Com-
merce dinner.

Bertrand was honored with 
the Dr. David Ealy Community 
Service Award for her lifelong 
dedication to her community, 
from her work with children of 
many ages, her work to keep 
drivers certified in the county, 
and volunteering her time to 
help administer the COVID-19 
vaccine in retirement.

“(Bertrand) has served our 
community in so many ways 
over the years,” said Jodi Cun-
ningham, Chamber board pres-
ident. “... Throughout all of 
these roles, she has aided many 
organizations and their efforts 
to support community service 
projects.”

Cunningham spoke of the nu-
merous roles Bertrand has held 
over the years. From her work 
as a bus driver and transpor-
tation director with Marshall 
County Schools, to certifying 

many CDL drivers statewide, 
Bertrand also served on the 
state board for bus drivers. 

Bertrand also volunteered 
countless hours to fundraisers, 
concession stands, and local 
programs to support student 
athletes, as well as Marshall 
County 4-H and FFA, member 
and president of the PTA, and 

as a member and president of 
Marshall County Fair Board. 
This is in addition to her role 
as member and president of the 
Chamber itself, and the myriad 
functions the Chamber puts on.

She also volunteers much of 
her time assisting the Marshall 
County Health Department 
with distributing vaccines at 

the COVID clinics, as well as 
working in the department it-
self. 

Bertrand said she was 
touched and honored to have 
been selected for the award.

“It’s an honor, and quite a 
surprise. I enjoyed all of it,” 
she said.

The Chamber presented the 

Lifetime Achievement Award 
to Main Street Bank, which 
opened its doors in 2001. 
Chamber Executive Director 
Scott Reager said Main Street 
Bank had been an invaluable 
partner for countless commu-
nity events over their two de-
cades in operation.

“They’ve provided countless 
support for Marshall County 
Schools, athletic programs, the 
Marshall County Fair, Strand 
(Theatre), local schools, and 
many other programs to benefit 
the citizens of Marshall Coun-
ty,” Reager said.

“Their community outreach 
is unwavering and undeniable, 
not just in Marshall County but 
in the Ohio Valley.”

The dinner also featured a 
panel of speakers including 
Craig White, executive direc-
tor of the county Convention 
and Visitors Bureau, assistant 
schools superintendent Woody 
Yoder, RED president and 
CEO Josh Jefferson, and coun-
ty commissioner John Gruz-
inskas. The event was catered 
by Bob’s Lunch.
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Beth Bertrand is presented with the Dr. David Ealy Community Service Award for a lifetime of 
service to her community. Pictured, from left, are Jodi Cunningham, Bertrand, Zachary Blair and 
Scott Reager.
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