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Mall Vaccine Clinics Moving to Saturdays
From STAFF REPORTS

Thursday marked the final day for 
the large COVID-19 vaccination clinic 
at the former Sears in the Ohio Valley 
Mall, but the Belmont County Health 
Department will host smaller vaccina-
tion clinics at the mall’s Community 
Room from 10 a.m. to 1 p.m. Saturdays 
for the next six weeks.

“We may increase those times for that 
place if we get a big response, but we 
are also going around the county to dif-
ferent locations and doing the vaccina-
tions within the communities. We’ll put 
that out and try to make it more conve-
nient,” Belmont County Deputy Health 
Commission Rob Sproul said.

After offering the vaccines to local 
high school students, Sproul’s office is 
in the process of scheduling clinics with 
area school districts for younger grades 
since the Pfizer/BioNTech version was 
authorized for those as young as 12.

Sproul gave the news Wednesday 
when he updated the county board of 
commissioners.

Sproul said his department has ad-
ministered about 19,000 vaccinations 
to the county’s population of 67,000, 
and Belmont County residents may also 
have sought vaccines from other pro-
viders. 

The Wheeling-Ohio County Health 
Department reported seven new positive 
COVID-19 cases in its Thursday night 
update. That put the county’s totals at 
4,441 cases and 90 related deaths since 
the pandemic began.

The Marshall County Health Depart-
ment reported five new confirmed posi-
tive COVID-19 cases in its Thursday up-
date. The department is sending people 
to the Department of Health and Human 
Resources website for its latest totals, 
which were 2,530 positive cases, 957 
probable cases and 77 related deaths.

Hancock, Brooke, Ohio and Marshall 
counties all were green, the safest cat-
egory on the DHHR COVID-19 alert 
map, on Thursday. They were among 

27 green counties of the 55 in West 
Virginia.

Robert A. DeFrank contributed to 
this report.

WEST VIRGINIA
Total cases ........ 159,450
Recovered ..........150,789
Active ...................5,892
Deaths .................  2,769

OHIO*
Total cases ........ 971,190
Deaths ................ 19,628

UNITED STATES
Total cases..... 33,055,801
Deaths .............. 588,531

COVID-19 by the numbers
COUNTY POSITIVE* RECOVERED ACTIVE DEATHS
OHIO 4,242 4,077 79 86
MARSHALL 3,487 3,336 75 76
HANCOCK 2,819  2,678 52 89
BROOKE 2,203 2,072 71 60
WETZEL 1,369  1,206 132 31
TYLER 729 669 50 10
BELMONT 6,334 5,975 241 118
JEFFERSON 5,600 5,342 105 153
HARRISON 1,121 1,083 14 24
MONROE 1,329 1,264 23 42

From STAFF REPORTS
Youth Services System is looking for people who 

want to participate in the organization’s second an-
nual “CampOut for a Cause” benefit, coming June 4. 

The event will help local youth and families expe-
riencing homelessness and will be a virtual peer-to-
peer fundraiser. Those interested can create an on-
line donation page and then share the fundraiser with 
friends and family.

On June 4, they will camp out in their favorite spot 
and enjoy local entertainment starting at 6 p.m. on the 
YSS Facebook page.

The 2020 event helped alleviate the burdens of the 
COVID-19 pandemic for local residents served by 
Youth Services System.

“Homelessness is far more than what you see. 
Homelessness is a pandemic itself. We try to tackle 
it every day with many of our programs,” said Ter-
ra Crews, YSS development director. “It’s crucial to 
continue our fundraising efforts to help us with our 
mission.”

Donations may be made by texting YSSCAM-
POUT to 44-321 or going to http://tinyurl.com/cam-
poutforacause. To create a fundraising page, click “I 
want to fundraise for this” and set up an account. Par-
ticipants will receive a T-shirt, and anyone who raises 
$50 or more will receive a thermal mug.

“We’re so excited to host the second annual ‘Cam-
pOut for a Cause.’ It’s a fun and easy way for folks to 
help the most vulnerable in our community,” Crews 
said.

Bordas and Bordas Attorneys PLLC are the premier 
sponsors. Additional sponsorships are available. For 
information, email tcrews@ysswv.com or call 304-
218 2834.

YSS ‘CampOut 
For a Cause’ 
Coming June 4

From STAFF REPORTS
The YWCA’s Y Not Repeat Boutique will hold a 

sidewalk sale Saturday.
The sidewalk sale offers women’s name-brand 

clothing and assorted homewares from YWCA 
Wheeling’s second-hand boutique, Y Not Repeat 
Boutique, from 9 to 11 a.m., in front of the YWCA 
building at 1100 Chapline St. Wheeling’s Gypsylace 
Cafe also will join the sidewalk sale with sweets, cold 
brew and more available to purchase throughout the 
event.

 “Whether you are swinging by after brunch down-
town with some friends, or if you’re coming just for 
yourself – the Sidewalk Sale is a way for you to enjoy 
the outdoors on a beautiful spring day and support our 
boutique, which has been closed for most of COVID,” 
said Jenna Richardson, YWCA Director of Marketing 
and Development. 

Funded entirely through donations and run by vol-
unteers, the Y-Not Repeat Boutique began to help 
women prepare for job interviews by providing ap-
propriate attire at no cost. Today, it has grown into 
a staple to thrifting enthusiasts in the area while still 
providing clothing for women getting back onto their 
feet or entering the workforce.

All proceeds from the sidewalk sale will benefit the 
Y Not Repeat Boutique and the many women served 
through its services every year. City and state-man-
dated COVID-19 protocols will be followed.

YWCA Wheeling is on a mission to eliminate rac-
ism, empower women and promote peace, justice, 
freedom, and dignity for all.  Since 1906, the YWCA 
Wheeling has provided services to individuals regard-
less of race, gender, age, or religion in the West Vir-
ginia Northern Panhandle, including Ohio, Marshall, 
Brooke, Wetzel, Hancock counties, and Belmont and 
Jefferson counties in Ohio.  

YWCA Sidewalk 
Sale Is Saturday

Virtual Fundraiser Aids Homeless

Proceeds Will Benefit Boutique

By SCOTT McCLOSKEY
Staff Writer

West Virginia Northern Com-
munity College officially opened 
two new parking lots and unveiled 
its latest outdoor improvements 
on the school’s Wheeling Campus 
during an official ribbon cutting 
ceremony Thursday morning.  

Prior to the ribbon cutting be-
hind the school’s historic B&O 
Building, college officials and oth-
er local dignitaries spoke about the 
many new outdoor improvements 
to the campus. The new and im-
proved parking areas include 107 
parking spots, new campus signage 
and freshly landscaped greenspace 
in several different areas surround-
ing the downtown campus. 

While the largest renovated 
space is located on the south side 
of the B&O Building, a second 
parking area was just recently de-
veloped on the corner of 16th and 
Main streets.

WVNCC President Dr. Daniel 
Mosser, who welcomed the crowd 
who gathered on the south side of 
the B&O Building, said the im-
provements to the campus are a 
welcome sight.

“This is the latest in a myriad of 
improvements we have made to 

our college,” Mosser said. “These 
enhancements greatly benefit our 
students and are another example 
of our role in the revitalization of 
downtown Wheeling.”   

The parking lots behind the 
B&O Building now include a 
large greenspace next to Wheeling 
Creek. The space includes stone 
seats that were once the founda-
tion stones of the B&O railroad 
deck that were used for the orig-
inal railroad.

The stones were donated by 
the City of Wheeling to be used 
as part of the project. In addition, 
a rain garden that fulfills storm 
sewer separation requirements 
is included as part of the greens-
pace. Currently, a third parking lot 
to accommodate visitors is under 
construction on the northeast side 
of the B&O Building.

WVNCC Board of Governors 
Chair Dave Artman said the col-
lege is excited to celebrate its 
recent campus expansion and en-
hancements.

“Sufficient and safe parking 
plays a vital role in the success of 
our students. I would like to com-
mend all the college partners in-
cluding our WVNCC Foundation, 
local government officials, archi-

tects, engineers, and construction 
managers for making this a reali-
ty,” Artman said. 

Wheeling City Councilwoman 
Rosemary Ketchum said it was 
wonderful to see the incredible 
renovations and improvements 
made on West Virginia North-
ern’s campus.

“I really think collaboration is 
key, particularly in municipal gov-
ernment,” said Ketchum, a former 
student at the college. “When we 
have an opportunity to work with 
an institution like West Virginia 
Northern that is willing to invest 
in our downtown space, we are 
doing something that is good for 
us all. 

“My hope as a member of 
Wheeling City Council is that this 
is a first step for many institutions 
to see that not only is it possible 
to develop in downtown Wheeling 
but it is viable and important for 
the future of our Friendly City,” 
Ketchum added.  

College officials say the green-
space and parking areas will tie 
seamlessly into the scheduled 
Wheeling StreetScape project ex-
pected to begin later this year as 
well as the Wheeling Creek Cor-
ridor project.

New Look at Northern
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West Virginia Northern Community College officially opened two new parking lots and unveiled its latest 
outdoor improvements on the school’s Wheeling campus Thursday. 

WVNCC Celebrates Downtown Campus Renovations

Students Return to Class After Bomb Threat
By ROBERT A. 

DEFRANK
For The Intelligencer
A bomb threat Thurs-

day afternoon disrupted 
school activity at Bridge-
port Exempted Village 
School District, but stu-
dents were back in class 
by the end of the day.

“We had a threat writ-
ten on a bathroom wall,” 
Superintendent Brent 
Ripley said. “That’s what 
warranted the principal 
to make the call to evac-
uate the building right 
away, out of an abun-
dance of caution. Every 
threat is, of course, a se-
rious threat.”

Ripley said the sheriff’s 

office and Bridgeport Po-
lice arrived on scene and 
the Wolfhurst Fire De-
partment and the Belmont 
Emergency Management 
Service assisted.

“The sheriff’s office did 
not call in the dogs. We 
searched the rooms. The 
sheriff’s office checked 

the building. Teachers 
checked their rooms and 
administration searched 
all lockers and book bags 
to make sure there was 
nothing on site,” Ripley 
said, adding law enforce-
ment deemed the building 
safe to return.

He said all protocols 

were followed.
“We were out of the 

building within min-
utes of finding out, and 
students were back in 
the building by about 2 
p.m.,” he said. “Back to 
learning and back in the 
classrooms.”

School will resume on 
schedule today.

“We have a day and a 
half left for students, and 
so we’re going to con-
tinue with instruction. 
We’re very passionate 
about students here, and 
we’re very passionate 
about learning. The best 
thing we can do for our 
students is to carry for-
ward,” he said. 

“We were out of the building 
within minutes of finding out, and 
students were back in the building 

by by about 2 p.m.”
Bridgeport Exempted Village
Superintendent Brent Ripley
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Mall Vaccine Clinics Moving to Saturdays
From STAFF REPORTS

Thursday marked the final day for 
the large COVID-19 vaccination clinic 
at the former Sears in the Ohio Valley 
Mall, but the Belmont County Health 
Department will host smaller vaccina-
tion clinics at the mall’s Community 
Room from 10 a.m. to 1 p.m. Saturdays 
for the next six weeks.

“We may increase those times for that 
place if we get a big response, but we 
are also going around the county to dif-
ferent locations and doing the vaccina-
tions within the communities. We’ll put 
that out and try to make it more conve-
nient,” Belmont County Deputy Health 
Commission Rob Sproul said.

After offering the vaccines to local 
high school students, Sproul’s office is 
in the process of scheduling clinics with 
area school districts for younger grades 
since the Pfizer/BioNTech version was 
authorized for those as young as 12.

Sproul gave the news Wednesday 
when he updated the county board of 
commissioners.

Sproul said his department has ad-
ministered about 19,000 vaccinations 
to the county’s population of 67,000, 
and Belmont County residents may also 
have sought vaccines from other pro-
viders. 

The Wheeling-Ohio County Health 
Department reported seven new positive 
COVID-19 cases in its Thursday night 
update. That put the county’s totals at 
4,441 cases and 90 related deaths since 
the pandemic began.

The Marshall County Health Depart-
ment reported five new confirmed posi-
tive COVID-19 cases in its Thursday up-
date. The department is sending people 
to the Department of Health and Human 
Resources website for its latest totals, 
which were 2,530 positive cases, 957 
probable cases and 77 related deaths.

Hancock, Brooke, Ohio and Marshall 
counties all were green, the safest cat-
egory on the DHHR COVID-19 alert 
map, on Thursday. They were among 

27 green counties of the 55 in West 
Virginia.

Robert A. DeFrank contributed to 
this report.

WEST VIRGINIA
Total cases ........ 159,450
Recovered ..........150,789
Active ...................5,892
Deaths .................  2,769

OHIO*
Total cases ........ 971,190
Deaths ................ 19,628

UNITED STATES
Total cases..... 33,055,801
Deaths .............. 588,531

COVID-19 by the numbers
COUNTY POSITIVE* RECOVERED ACTIVE DEATHS
OHIO 4,242 4,077 79 86
MARSHALL 3,487 3,336 75 76
HANCOCK 2,819  2,678 52 89
BROOKE 2,203 2,072 71 60
WETZEL 1,369  1,206 132 31
TYLER 729 669 50 10
BELMONT 6,334 5,975 241 118
JEFFERSON 5,600 5,342 105 153
HARRISON 1,121 1,083 14 24
MONROE 1,329 1,264 23 42

From STAFF REPORTS
Youth Services System is looking for people who 

want to participate in the organization’s second an-
nual “CampOut for a Cause” benefit, coming June 4. 

The event will help local youth and families expe-
riencing homelessness and will be a virtual peer-to-
peer fundraiser. Those interested can create an on-
line donation page and then share the fundraiser with 
friends and family.

On June 4, they will camp out in their favorite spot 
and enjoy local entertainment starting at 6 p.m. on the 
YSS Facebook page.

The 2020 event helped alleviate the burdens of the 
COVID-19 pandemic for local residents served by 
Youth Services System.

“Homelessness is far more than what you see. 
Homelessness is a pandemic itself. We try to tackle 
it every day with many of our programs,” said Ter-
ra Crews, YSS development director. “It’s crucial to 
continue our fundraising efforts to help us with our 
mission.”

Donations may be made by texting YSSCAM-
POUT to 44-321 or going to http://tinyurl.com/cam-
poutforacause. To create a fundraising page, click “I 
want to fundraise for this” and set up an account. Par-
ticipants will receive a T-shirt, and anyone who raises 
$50 or more will receive a thermal mug.

“We’re so excited to host the second annual ‘Cam-
pOut for a Cause.’ It’s a fun and easy way for folks to 
help the most vulnerable in our community,” Crews 
said.

Bordas and Bordas Attorneys PLLC are the premier 
sponsors. Additional sponsorships are available. For 
information, email tcrews@ysswv.com or call 304-
218 2834.

YSS ‘CampOut 
For a Cause’ 
Coming June 4

From STAFF REPORTS
The YWCA’s Y Not Repeat Boutique will hold a 

sidewalk sale Saturday.
The sidewalk sale offers women’s name-brand 

clothing and assorted homewares from YWCA 
Wheeling’s second-hand boutique, Y Not Repeat 
Boutique, from 9 to 11 a.m., in front of the YWCA 
building at 1100 Chapline St. Wheeling’s Gypsylace 
Cafe also will join the sidewalk sale with sweets, cold 
brew and more available to purchase throughout the 
event.

 “Whether you are swinging by after brunch down-
town with some friends, or if you’re coming just for 
yourself – the Sidewalk Sale is a way for you to enjoy 
the outdoors on a beautiful spring day and support our 
boutique, which has been closed for most of COVID,” 
said Jenna Richardson, YWCA Director of Marketing 
and Development. 

Funded entirely through donations and run by vol-
unteers, the Y-Not Repeat Boutique began to help 
women prepare for job interviews by providing ap-
propriate attire at no cost. Today, it has grown into 
a staple to thrifting enthusiasts in the area while still 
providing clothing for women getting back onto their 
feet or entering the workforce.

All proceeds from the sidewalk sale will benefit the 
Y Not Repeat Boutique and the many women served 
through its services every year. City and state-man-
dated COVID-19 protocols will be followed.

YWCA Wheeling is on a mission to eliminate rac-
ism, empower women and promote peace, justice, 
freedom, and dignity for all.  Since 1906, the YWCA 
Wheeling has provided services to individuals regard-
less of race, gender, age, or religion in the West Vir-
ginia Northern Panhandle, including Ohio, Marshall, 
Brooke, Wetzel, Hancock counties, and Belmont and 
Jefferson counties in Ohio.  
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Sale Is Saturday

Virtual Fundraiser Aids Homeless
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By SCOTT McCLOSKEY
Staff Writer

West Virginia Northern Com-
munity College officially opened 
two new parking lots and unveiled 
its latest outdoor improvements 
on the school’s Wheeling Campus 
during an official ribbon cutting 
ceremony Thursday morning.  

Prior to the ribbon cutting be-
hind the school’s historic B&O 
Building, college officials and oth-
er local dignitaries spoke about the 
many new outdoor improvements 
to the campus. The new and im-
proved parking areas include 107 
parking spots, new campus signage 
and freshly landscaped greenspace 
in several different areas surround-
ing the downtown campus. 

While the largest renovated 
space is located on the south side 
of the B&O Building, a second 
parking area was just recently de-
veloped on the corner of 16th and 
Main streets.

WVNCC President Dr. Daniel 
Mosser, who welcomed the crowd 
who gathered on the south side of 
the B&O Building, said the im-
provements to the campus are a 
welcome sight.

“This is the latest in a myriad of 
improvements we have made to 

our college,” Mosser said. “These 
enhancements greatly benefit our 
students and are another example 
of our role in the revitalization of 
downtown Wheeling.”   

The parking lots behind the 
B&O Building now include a 
large greenspace next to Wheeling 
Creek. The space includes stone 
seats that were once the founda-
tion stones of the B&O railroad 
deck that were used for the orig-
inal railroad.

The stones were donated by 
the City of Wheeling to be used 
as part of the project. In addition, 
a rain garden that fulfills storm 
sewer separation requirements 
is included as part of the greens-
pace. Currently, a third parking lot 
to accommodate visitors is under 
construction on the northeast side 
of the B&O Building.

WVNCC Board of Governors 
Chair Dave Artman said the col-
lege is excited to celebrate its 
recent campus expansion and en-
hancements.

“Sufficient and safe parking 
plays a vital role in the success of 
our students. I would like to com-
mend all the college partners in-
cluding our WVNCC Foundation, 
local government officials, archi-

tects, engineers, and construction 
managers for making this a reali-
ty,” Artman said. 

Wheeling City Councilwoman 
Rosemary Ketchum said it was 
wonderful to see the incredible 
renovations and improvements 
made on West Virginia North-
ern’s campus.

“I really think collaboration is 
key, particularly in municipal gov-
ernment,” said Ketchum, a former 
student at the college. “When we 
have an opportunity to work with 
an institution like West Virginia 
Northern that is willing to invest 
in our downtown space, we are 
doing something that is good for 
us all. 

“My hope as a member of 
Wheeling City Council is that this 
is a first step for many institutions 
to see that not only is it possible 
to develop in downtown Wheeling 
but it is viable and important for 
the future of our Friendly City,” 
Ketchum added.  

College officials say the green-
space and parking areas will tie 
seamlessly into the scheduled 
Wheeling StreetScape project ex-
pected to begin later this year as 
well as the Wheeling Creek Cor-
ridor project.
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West Virginia Northern Community College officially opened two new parking lots and unveiled its latest 
outdoor improvements on the school’s Wheeling campus Thursday. 
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Students Return to Class After Bomb Threat
By ROBERT A. 

DEFRANK
For The Intelligencer
A bomb threat Thurs-

day afternoon disrupted 
school activity at Bridge-
port Exempted Village 
School District, but stu-
dents were back in class 
by the end of the day.

“We had a threat writ-
ten on a bathroom wall,” 
Superintendent Brent 
Ripley said. “That’s what 
warranted the principal 
to make the call to evac-
uate the building right 
away, out of an abun-
dance of caution. Every 
threat is, of course, a se-
rious threat.”

Ripley said the sheriff’s 

office and Bridgeport Po-
lice arrived on scene and 
the Wolfhurst Fire De-
partment and the Belmont 
Emergency Management 
Service assisted.

“The sheriff’s office did 
not call in the dogs. We 
searched the rooms. The 
sheriff’s office checked 

the building. Teachers 
checked their rooms and 
administration searched 
all lockers and book bags 
to make sure there was 
nothing on site,” Ripley 
said, adding law enforce-
ment deemed the building 
safe to return.

He said all protocols 

were followed.
“We were out of the 

building within min-
utes of finding out, and 
students were back in 
the building by about 2 
p.m.,” he said. “Back to 
learning and back in the 
classrooms.”

School will resume on 
schedule today.

“We have a day and a 
half left for students, and 
so we’re going to con-
tinue with instruction. 
We’re very passionate 
about students here, and 
we’re very passionate 
about learning. The best 
thing we can do for our 
students is to carry for-
ward,” he said. 

“We were out of the building 
within minutes of finding out, and 
students were back in the building 

by by about 2 p.m.”
Bridgeport Exempted Village
Superintendent Brent Ripley


