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West Virginia’s oldest newspaper, 
older than the state itself, 

The Intelligencer has stood guard 
for 168 years against predatory 
interests which would violate 

civil rights. The Intelligencer was 
founded on August 24, 1852.
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THE TOP STORIES OF 2020

FROM STAFF REPORTS
ST. CLAIRSVILLE — Longtime 

Murray Energy Corp. President and 
CEO Robert E. Murray died in Octo-
ber 2020, but not before seeing the 
energy giant he founded emerge from 
bankruptcy to be reorganized as Amer-
ican Consolidated Natural Resource 
Holdings Inc.

The Bethesda native ended his 63-
year career in the coal industry at 80 
years of age, retiring as chairman of 
the board of directors of ACNR less 
than a week before he succumbed to a 
lung condition he had battled for sev-
eral years. 

During his time at the helm of the 
former Murray Energy, he grew the 
company from a single underground 
mine to become the largest privately 
owned coal producer in the nation.

About a year prior to his death, Mur-
ray Energy entered the bankruptcy pro-
cess, citing billions in debt, decreased 
demand for thermal coal to produce 
electricity, environmental regulations 
and competition from domestic nat-
ural gas as reasons for its financial       
struggles. 

Murray Energy 
Becomes ACNR, 
Founder Dies 

Full stories are available at theintelligencer.net.

Murray Energy 
issues WARN notice 
to 1,500 miners

In June, what is now the former Murray 
Energy Corp. issued notices to 1,500 miners 
in our area that they could lose their jobs as 
the company worked through the bankruptcy 
process. The company didn’t end up laying 
off workers, and later in 2020 emerged from 
bankruptcy as American Consolidated Natural 
Resources.
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1
Moundsville PD 
unveils tactical 
resource vehicle

In June, as a number of American cities 
saw increasing protests following the death 
of George Floyd, the Moundsville Police 
Department unveiled its new mine resistance 
ambush protection, or MRAP, vehicle that it 
received through a federal surplus program. 
The city received days of criticism over the 
continued militarization of police departments. 
It has not been made clear as to what the 
vehicle would be used for.

By ALAN OLSON
Staff Writer

WHEELING — Springtime was a 
tumultuous time for the Ohio Valley, 
as the worst effects of the first wave 
of the COVID-19 pandemic set in, 
alongside the start of what would be 
a several-month struggle concerning 
Wheeling’s homeless population.

In mid-April, the city had begun set-
ting out to dismantle several encamp-
ments around Tunnel Green, which 
city manager Robert Herron had said 
was in response to several complaints 
to the city about crimes — reports of 
vandalism and theft, sometimes to the 
equipment of construction crews who 
were working on Interstate 70. 

Herron was backed by Police Chief 
Shawn Schwertfeger, who said they 
had responded to a “significant break-
in” of equipment, and stolen prop-
erty was retrieved from one of the             
encampments.

“We’re always going for assaults 
and disorderlies. We had reports of 
a significant break-in to vehicles and 

equipment, the detective responded 
right away, and found the property 
right in one of the camps, including a 
set of keys to the vehicle,” Schwert-
feger said in April. 

Wheeling Homeless Encampments 
In the Spotlight After Complaints

File Photo by Scott McCloskey
Crews from Panhandle Cleaning and 
Restoration and the West Virginia Di-
vision of Highways clean one of the 
former homeless encampments along 
Wheeling Creek in October.

(Please see HOMELESS, Page 3) (Please see MURRAY, Page 8)

Tent Camps at Center 
Of Struggle Between 
Wheeling and ACLU

By STEVEN 
ALLEN ADAMS

For the Intelligencer
CHARLESTON — West 

Virginians in the older, at-risk 
population for COVID-19 in-
fection now will be able to get 
vaccinated starting with resi-
dents age 80 and older.

Gov. Jim Justice announced 
Wednesday that vaccinations 
for people in the general pop-
ulation ages 80 and older 
would be available as soon as 
Wednesday. 

“The faster that we can get 
shots in arms of people, es-
pecially of significant age, 
the more lives we’re going to 
save,” Justice said during his 
Wednesday coronavirus brief-
ing. “This is boiling down to 
minutes, not days.”

Justice said the state is work-
ing with 82 organizations to 
help administer the doses of 
the Pfizer/BioNTech and Mod-
erna vaccines. Justice said the 
West Virginia National Guard 
will hold vaccination events at 
National Guard armories and 

selected sites on a first-come-
first-serve basis. Further de-
tails, such as times and loca-
tions, will be available soon at 
the website governor.wv.gov.

In Charleston, people look-
ing for vaccines already had 
lined up Wednesday afternoon 
at the Kanawha-Charleston 
Health Department, according 
to spokeswoman Lori Kersey.

West Virginians Over 80 Moved Up in Vaccine Priority

Photo courtesy W.Va. Governor’s Office
Gov. Jim Justice discusses the state’s move to begin immediately vaccinating state residents age 
80 and older. He also announced that elementary and middle school students would return to full-
time in-person learning on Jan. 19.

“The faster that 
we can get shots 

in arms of people, 
especially of signif-
icant age, the more 
lives we’re going to 
save. This is boiling 

down to minutes, 
not days.”  

W.Va. Gov. Jim Justice

(Please see PRIORITY, Page 3)

By STEVEN 
ALLEN ADAMS

For the Intelligencer
CHARLESTON — Gov. Jim 

Justice announced Wednes-
day a plan to get West Virgin-
ia’s pre-K and K-12 students 
back into schools even as the 
state’s school re-entry map is 
mostly red and orange due to 
COVID-19 infections.

During his Wednesday coro-
navirus briefing — his last of 
2020 — Justice said all West 
Virginia pre-K, elementary, 
and middle schools will reopen 
for in-person learning on Tues-
day, Jan 19. 

Until then, all schools will 
be on remote learning starting 
Monday, Jan. 4, through Fri-
day, Jan. 15. Winter sports will 
begin Monday, March 1.

High school students will re-
turn to in-person school only if 
their county is not listed as red 
on the Department of Health 

and Human Resources’ Coun-
ty Alert System map found 
at coronavirus.wv.gov. The 
weekly map updated on the De-
partment of Education’s web-
site will be discontinued.

According to the DOE, 
teachers and staff will use the 
two weeks prior to Jan. 19 to 
prepare for the return of in-per-
son learning. 

Families with students in vir-
tual learning programs can re-
main in those programs for the 
remaining school year if they 
choose to.

“We’re taking that two 
weeks because we need time to 
get ready,” Justice said.

Justice said the state will 

also now vaccinate all teachers, 
staff, and school service per-
sonnel age 50 and older over 
the next two to three weeks as 
part of phase 1 of the state’s 
vaccination plan. 

Teachers and staff under 
the age of 50 will receive 
vaccinations once the old-
er teachers and staff receive 
their shots. The Department of 
Education will distribute vac-
cine information as it becomes                        
available.

As of Wednesday’s DHHR 
County Alert System map, only 
Calhoun County was green for 
its 2.62 percent positivity rate 
with no counties listed as yel-
low or gold. Another 13 coun-
ties were listed as orange — the 
next to worst color category. 

Otherwise, 41 counties were 
listed as red for high rates of 
infection or high percent of     
positivity.

W.Va. School Students Returning 
To In-Person Classes in January
Only H.S. Students Would Learn Remotely if COVID Map is ‘Red’

(Please see STUDENTS, Page 3)

From STAFF REPORTS
Between Marshall and Ohio 

counties, five new COVID-re-
lated deaths were reported 
Wednesday night.

The Marshall County Health 
Department reported three 
new deaths in its Wednesday 
night update, while the Wheel-
ing-Ohio County Health De-
partment reported two new 
deaths. That puts Marshall 
County’s total at 51 deaths 
since the pandemic began, and 
Ohio County’s total at 42.

Marshall County’s deaths 
were of an 89-year-old man 
and a 53-year-old woman 
who were hospitalized at the 
time of their passing, and a 
64-year-old man who was a 
resident of a long-term care 
facility. Ohio County’s deaths 
were one resident of a long-
term care facility and one who 

was hospitalized.
Marshall County also re-

ported 101 new confirmed 
positive cases and 34 proba-
ble cases, but 89 of those 101 
cases had previously been 
reported as part of the North-
ern Regional Jail COVID           
outbreak. 

They had not yet been re-
ported in the county health 
department’s totals. Marshall 
County now has a total of 
1,699 confirmed cases and 
342 probable cases, with sev-
en hospitalizations.

Ohio County also reported 
22 new COVID cases, bring-
ing that county’s totals to 
2,631 cases.

Calhoun County was an oa-
sis of “green” surrounded by 
a sea of “orange” and “red” 
Wednesday on West Virgin-
ia’s COVID-19 alert map.

5 New COVID Deaths 
Reported Between 
Marshall, Ohio Counties

(Please see DEATHS, Page 6)

MILLER GLAD YOUNGER 
SCHOOL STUDENTS CAN 
RETURN TO CLASS
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By JOSELYN KING
Staff Writer

WHEELING — Ohio 
County Schools Superin-
tendent Kim Miller said 
she is excited at least 
younger students soon 
will be returning to their 
classrooms.

West Virginia Gov. 
Jim Justice announced 
Wednesday in-school 
learning for elementary 
and middle schools stu-
dents will resume Jan. 
19. High school students, 
meanwhile, will continue 
remote learning as long 
as the county remains 
“red” on the Department 
of Health and Human 
Resources COVID alert 
map.

“I’m happy because 
I think it is so import-
ant our kids are back in 
school,” Miller said. “We 
know that it is better for 
the mental and emotional 
states, as well as their ac-
ademic state. I was very 
happy our kids could go 
back to school.”

The next step is for cen-
tral office staff to make 
contact with any parents 
not wishing for their child 
to return to school on Jan. 
19, and make other ar-
rangements, according to 
Miller. 

In the coming days 
classrooms will be even 
more rearranged to pro-
vide for safe social dis-
tancing, she said. 

“We will be working 
with teachers to make 
sure they have enough 
PPE (personal protective 
equipment), that they are 
ready and they feel safe,” 
Miller said. 

“It’s like we are finally 
seeing a light at the end 

of the tunnel with vacci-
nations coming out and 
people feeling more com-
fortable with vaccina-
tions. Then maybe we can 
get our students back into 
sports, because that is im-
portant to them as well.”

Miller said Ohio Coun-
ty Schools will be work-
ing with the State Depart-
ment of Education and the 
Ohio County Health De-
partment to craft a vacci-
nation plan for all school 
employees.

Justice’s edict on 
Wednesday calls for all 
school employees over 
the age of 50 to be vac-
cinated first, then for all 
other employees in the 
following days.

Miller said Ohio Coun-
ty Schools hopes to have 
a plan for the vaccinations 
in place by next week.

“We’re ready for this 
to be over, and we will do 
whatever it takes to get 
our kids back in school,” 
she said “We want all 
our students, teachers 
and employees to be                 
safe.”

But Miller said she 
is the mother of a high 
school student who will 
still be learning from 
home, and she sees the ef-
fect it is having.

“I know how important 
it is for high school stu-
dents to have normalcy, 
so we will be watching 
the maps, and how it will 
impact our high school 
kids,” she said. “Hopeful-
ly, we will get them back 
soon, as well.

“We know from talking 
to parents and students 
that kids learn better in 
school with their teachers, 
and the faster we get them 

in the better.”
When they return to 

school, students will be 
required to follow the 
Centers for Disease Con-
trol requirements as they 
pertain to hand washing 
and wearing masks, ac-
cording to Miller. 

“I think everyone can 
say the kids are better 
off in school....,” she 
said.  “Now it is to the 
point we know it is crit-
ical to get them back in 
school, as we have a lot 
of ground to make up in 
the coming weeks and                 
months.”

He also said he had 
mentioned the idea of 
dismantling the camps to 
Herron some time prior, 
due to the need for police 
presence.

“Would anyone allow 
an encampment of the 
property that allowed re-
peated criminal activity? 
Why would the city be 
any different?” Schwert-
feger had asked. “I’m 
very mindful that some 
citizens have fallen on 
hard times, if they want 
to live peacefully without 
committing crimes. … 
We actually went down to 
one of the camps the oth-
er day. They were very 
receptive.”

At the time of the dis-
persal, Lisa Badia, Execu-
tive Director of the Great-
er Wheeling Coalition for 
the Homeless, expressed 
concerns for dispersal as 
a probable vector for the 
spread of the coronavi-
rus, but was not against 
the dismantling of the en-
campments on the basis 
of public safety. 

The American Civil 
Liberties Union of West 
Virginia disagreed. By the 
start of the next week, the 
ACLU had directed a let-
ter to the city challenging 
the municipal decision to 
dismantle the camps, de-
manding an immediate 
stop to the destruction of 
the camps around Tunnel 
Green. In response, the 
city acknowledged the re-
ceipt of the letter, and the 
matter paused a week af-
ter it began while the city 
weighed their options.

The matter simmered 
over the summer, with 
the city waiting on a 
definitive course of                        

action from the police 
and fire departments. City                  
council member Rose-
mary Ketchum, who took 
office in June, brought up 
the encampments as a pri-
ority. Ketchum had both         
experienced homeless-
ness and continues to 
work with programs to 
assist the homeless.

Toward the end of sum-
mer, action against the en-
campments resumed. In 
early September, Wheel-
ing again mobilized to 
dismantle the camps, this 
time centered along Big 
Wheeling Creek, and 
again, the ACLU inter-
vened, this time filing a 
lawsuit in federal court 
to prevent the city from 
proceeding. U.S. District 
Court Judge John Pres-
ton Bailey, the Wheeling 
Police Department and 
West Virginia Division 
of Highways were not 
appropriate defendants in 
the civil action; the State 
of West Virginia was sub-
stituted as a defendant in 
the matter.

The city had placed no-
tices informing residents 
of the camps that they had 
until the end of the Fri-
day, Sept. 4, to leave the 
area, along with resourc-
es for local homeless co-
alitions. The civil suit, 
however, pushed back the 
deadline to evacuate by 
about a month, as Bailey 
ruled Sept. 16 that the 
city could proceed with 
the removal, but it had to 
give two weeks notice to 
those residents and coor-
dinate with area agencies 
to offer support with the 
relocation. By that time 
in September, it was es-
timated that around 80 

homeless people were 
living within Wheeling, 
but an unknown number 
of those were living in the 
affected camps.

With the legal ave-
nues addressed, the State 
of West Virginia was 
cleared to begin disman-
tling the camps, which 
were deemed a state is-
sue, rather than a munic-
ipal one. Wheeling police 
were made available to            
assist the state if their 
presence was requested, 
but Wheeling’s civil ser-
vants did not participate in 
the active dismantling of 
the camps. By the follow-
ing weekend, no requests 
for law enforcement had 
been made. However, 
“No Trespassing” signs 
had been erected at sev-
eral locations, and police 
were tasked, going for-
ward, with enforcing that 
limitation.

As winter set in, the 
city extended aid to the 
homeless population by 
allocating part of the 
now-vacant Ohio Valley 
Medical Center to Youth 
Services Systems’ Win-
ter Freeze Shelter, which 
offers warm shelter to 
the homeless for three 
months during the winter. 
The former Hillcrest fa-
cility was offered to YSS, 
offering around 20 beds 
to the program, a great 
boon to YSS.

“In light of our increas-
ing numbers in recent 
years coupled with the 
ongoing pandemic, we re-
alized our current facility 
would likely prove woe-
fully inadequate,” YSS 
CEO John Moses said af-
ter the decision was made 
in November. 

“We approached the 
city about the space at 
the former Hillcrest and 
determined it is large 
enough to allow us to op-
erate in accordance with 
COVID-era guidelines 
for homeless shelters set 
forth by the Centers for 
Disease Control.

“We’re grateful for 
this partnership, which is 
the latest example of the 
good working relation-
ship YSS and the city 
have enjoyed for more 
than four decades. It 
shows the city’s dedica-
tion to helping us serve 
the community’s most                                         
vulnerable.”
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Call: 304-231-2100

Now in Downtown Wheeling
URGENT CARE

Stone Center at Market 
Plaza, downtown
9 a.m. to 9 p.m.,
seven days a week.
No appointments needed.

Convenient validated parking across street or 10th Street Garage.
Handicap parking available on Plaza.

JUST RIGHT HOMECARE, INC.

2197 National Rd.
Elm Grove (304) 233-1414

• Personal Care
• Light Housekeeping
• Companionship
• Serving The
  Ohio Valley

NOW 
HIRING!

LARRY KISS
LARRY MILTON 

KISS, 78, of Rayland, 
OH, passed away Tues-
day, December 29, 2020.

Larry was born in Mar-
tins Ferry, OH on May 
22, 1942, a son of the 
late George and Margaret 
(Dickenson) Kiss.

He was a retired Boil-
er Operator at former 
Wheel ing-Pi t tsburgh 
Steel.

He was a member 
of Grace Presbyterian 
Church of Martins Ferry, 
OH.

He served in the US. 
Air Force.

Larry enjoyed hunt-
ing and fishing, espe-
cially catching walleye 
and perch on Lake Erie, 
with friends and fami-
ly. His most favorable 
times were spent with his 
grandchildren, who he 
dearly loved.

In addition to his par-
ents he was preceded in 
death by five brothers 
and two sisters.

He is survived by a 
son, Larry M. Kiss, Jr., 
Rayland, two daugh-
ters, Kelly A. (Samuel) 
Jones, Tiltonsville, OH; 
Wendy N. (Jason) Prib-
anich, Uniontown, OH; 
six grandchildren, Donna 
Jo, Liza, Taylor,; Riley, 
Paige and Drew; beloved 
friend, Linda Archer; for-
mer wife, Barbara Kiss.

Arrangements have 
been entrusted to Keller 
Funeral Home, 615 Ha-
nover Street. Martins 
Ferry, OH, where friends 
will be received, January 
2, 2021 from 12-4 and 
5:30 until time of service 
at 6 pm, with Rev. Wil-
liam O. Webster, Jr.

In lieu of flowers, me-
morial contributions may 
be made to Grace Presby-
terian Church, 7 N. 4th 
Street, Martins Ferry, OH 
43935.

Mask and social dis-
tancing will be mandated.

Condolences to the 
family may be made by 
signing the guest book 
online at www.kellerfu-
neral.com.

CARLA 
CUNNINGHAM
Carla Ann Cunning-

ham, age 61, of Mounds-
ville, WV died Tuesday, 
December 29, 2020 in 
Reynolds Memorial Hos-
pital, Glen Dale, WV.

She was born August 
11, 1959 in Glen Dale, 
the daughter of Joann 
Wayt Willis of Mounds-
ville and the late Billie 
Willis.

She was a nursing 
home registered nurse for 
30 years, and was known 
for her kindness to her pa-
tients; was a member of 
1st Christian Church and 
Temple Baptist Church; 
loved spending time with 
her family, her sisters and 
her grandchildren; and 
she loved Christmas and 
collecting ornaments.

In addition to her fa-
ther, she was preceded 
in death by her husband, 
Jeffrey Ray Cunning-
ham; and two sisters, 
Cindy Mercer and Barba-
ra Jean Wells.

Including her mother, 
surviving are her four 
sons, Jacob Cunningham, 
Jeremy Howard, Joseph 
Howard, and Jordan 
(Brittany) Cunningham; 
a brother, Dusty (Ter-
essa) Willis; a brother-
in-law, John Mercer; six 
grandchildren, Elayna, 
Bobbie, Payge, Brody, 
Carter, and Urijah; four 
great-grandchildren, Ry-
lie, Ryson, Ryden, and 
Evelyn.; and her dog, 
Todd.

Family will receive 
friends on Saturday from 
11am until time of Fu-
neral Service at 1pm at 
Grisell Funeral Home 
& Crematory, 400 Jef-
ferson Ave., Mounds-
ville with Rev. Wesley 
Howsare officiating.

Interment in Fork 
Ridge Baptist Church 
Cemetery, Cameron, 
WV.

Sympathy expressions 
at grisellfuneralhomes. 
com.

RHONDA SANNER
Rhonda Lynn (Wil-

liams) Sanner, 54, Col-
liers, WV, died Monday 
at WMC. Viewing Sat-
urday 2-4 and 6 till Ser-
vice 7PM, James Funeral 
Home, Follansbee, WV. 
Social Distancing, and 
Mask REQUIRED. 

LOTTERIES
Winners Drawn

Wednesday

n WEST VIRGINIA n
Daily 3: 1-8-2

Daily 4: 8-3-7-4
Lotto America:

18-25-26-30-49-8
All Star Bonus: 2

Powerball:
3-43-45-61-65
Powerball: 14
Power Play: 2

n OHIO n
DAY DRAWINGS

Pick 3: 6-8-5
Pick 4: 0-3-6-7

Pick 5: 9-4-4-5-3
NIGHT DRAWINGS

Pick 3: 7-7-5
Pick 4: 2-4-0-0

Pick 5: 6-5-4-3-7
Rolling Cash 5:
7-14-19-26-31
Classic Lotto:

1-11-13-35-40-48
Kicker: 851536

n PENNSYLVANIA n
DAY DRAWINGS

Pick 2: 8-2
Pick 3: 8-0-5

Pick 4: 6-4-1-6
Pick 5: 5-0-1-8-1

(Wild Ball: 1)
Treasure Hunt:

1-6-15-25-29
NIGHT DRAWINGS

Pick 2: 8-7 
Pick 3: 2-9-6

Pick 4: 3-8-6-0
Pick 5: 8-7-7-7-8

(Wild Ball: 8)
Cash 5:

19-25-26-39-43
Match 6:

2-4-7-24-32-36

“Ideally, all these indi-
viduals would have had 
the opportunity to sched-
ule an appointment,” 
she wrote in a statement 
sent Wednesday after-
noon. “That’s not how 
it’s working today. We 
continue to process peo-
ple as quickly and effi-
ciently as possible and re-
quest your indulgence in                             
cooperation.”

According to the U.S. 
Census Bureau, there are 
more than 80,000 West 
Virginians between the 
ages of 80 and 89. West 
Virginians between 80-
89 make up 4.4 percent 
of the state’s population, 
but account for 31.9 per-
cent of the state’s 1,318 
COVID-19 deaths.

Justice said once the 
age 80 and older popula-
tion has been vaccinated, 
the state will make vac-
cines available to peo-
ple between 70 and 79 
followed by people in 
their 60s as long as vac-
cines are available. In the 
state’s vaccine plan, se-
niors in the general pop-
ulation plan would get the 
vaccine in phase 2.

U.S. Centers for Dis-
ease Control and Pre-
vention released recom-
mendations last week 
calling on states to move 
seniors age 75 and old-
er up in vaccine priority. 
According to Forbes, at 
least 21 states have either 
followed the new CDC 
guidelines or prioritized 
seniors age 65 and older 
in their vaccine plans.

According to the De-
partment of Health and 
Human Resources, the 

state received 86,800 
vaccines as of Dec. 14, 
with 37,862 vaccines 
already administered as 
part of phase 1 of the 
state’s vaccine distribu-
tion plans. More than 43 
percent of the received 
vaccines have been ad-
ministered and more than 
2 percent of the state’s 
1.8 million residents 
have been vaccinated, 
making West Virginia 
the top state for vaccine             
distribution.

Justice urged the public 
to be patient as the state 
works out the details of 
vaccine distribution to the 
senior population.

“We’ve got to do it with 
the resources at hand,” 
Justice said. “We can’t 
give out 50,000 doses of 
vaccines if all we’ve got 
is 10,000. We’re only 
going to be able to give 
doses on a first-come-
first-serve basis with the 
number we have at those 
locations. We cannot do 
more than what we have, 
but we can get them out 
fast and get them to the 
people who need them the 
most. Then we can cry to 
the mountaintops to get 
more.”

The state distributed 
vaccine doses in phase 
1 to all long-term care 
facilities, hospitals, and 
health departments to 
vaccine frontline health-
care workers and nursing 
home residents and staff. 
State officials announced 
Wednesday that teachers 
and education staff age 
50 and older will be vac-
cinated over the next two 
weeks.

Priority
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StudentS
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Superintendent Miller Glad Younger 
OCS Students Can Return to Class

HomeleSS
(Continued from Page 1)

Justice and Dr. Clay 
Marsh, the state corona-
virus czar, said that com-
munity transmission of 
COVID-19 in elementary 
and middle schools is far 
less than high schools.

“Schools are safe,” Jus-
tice said. “The transmis-
sion rate among students 
age 15 and above is sig-
nificantly higher than our 
kids that are below 15 ... 
our much younger kids 
are so much safer at our 
schools. Our teachers and 
school service personnel, 
to be perfectly honest, are 

really safe at our schools.”
“What we found was 

... if we can follow sim-
ple strategies, like wear-
ing masks and staying 
distanced in classrooms, 
that in-classroom is 
much safer than the com-
munity,” Marsh said. 
“The outbreaks we’ve 
seen in schools are al-
most all outbreaks from                       
communities.”

Justice and State 
Schools Superintendent 
Clayton Burch said that 
West Virginia students 
are not performing well 

in distance learning, with 
one-third of students re-
ceiving failing grades 
in at least one core class 
during the first semester.

“We tried, but we all 
know we’re failing in 
that,” Justice said. “The 
virtual learning models 
do not work for most stu-
dents without consistent, 
live engagement from a 
teacher from the student’s 
own school.”

“Our students need 
their teachers,” Burch 
said. “We’ve got to get 
our children back in 

school. They need that 
option.”

State officials are also 
concerned about students 
falling through the cracks. 
According to DHHR, the 
number of referrals to the 
Child Protective Services 
has dropped by between 
50 percent and 54 percent 
during the pandemic.

“Bad things are hap-
pening to kids ... and 
we’re not even getting it 
reported now,” Justice 
said. “We’ve got a bunch 
of kids out there really 
suffering.”


