
By ALAN OLSON
Staff Writer

WHEELING — Businesses in Ohio 
County are strongly encouraged to re-
quire vaccinations against COVID-19 
among their employees, according to 
a recommendation from the Wheel-
ing-Ohio County Board of Health, 
which came down Thursday.

The Wheeling-Ohio County Board of 
Health recommended that all employers 

and government organizations require 
their eligible employees receive full 
vaccination for COVID-19, according 
to a release. The board made its recom-
mendation in light of the death toll of 
the coronavirus, which is strongly miti-
gated through vaccination. 

“Ensuring workplace safety is an 
important goal of public health,” the 
release states. “The workplace should 
not be a place where individuals can be 

exposed to a virus that causes severe 
illness or death. Just as workplaces are 
smoke-free, workplaces should be virus 
free.”

Dr. John Holloway, chairman of the 
board of health, said Friday that the de-
cision to recommend vaccine require-
ments is part of the board’s overall mis-
sion of public health.

“Part of public health is ensuring 
safety in the workplace,” he said. “... 

Volume CXXXII, No. 63 60 Pages - 6 SectionsWheeling, W.Va. Sunday Morning, December 5, 2021

High today: 50
Low tonight: 27

Weather/C6

$2.50

Crossword/C6
Obituaries/A2
Opinion/B2-3
Also Inside: 

Comics/Parade/TV

Page C1

7 48445 01020 7

FAIRMONT SENIOR 
WINS AA TITLE

Page A5

CLOCK TICKING 
ON BIDEN’S BILL

Health Board Urges Requiring Vaccines

‘
 – Wheeling-Ohio County Board of Health               

Chairman Dr. John Holloway

There are lots of workplace 
safety requirements, from a 
health perspective. ... (A)nd 
this is just one more.”

Please see Vaccines, Page A5

2022 Ogden Wellness 
Weekend Is On Track
Events Return 
After Two-Year 
COVID Hiatus

By DEREK REDD
Managing Editor

WHEELING — For 
the first time in two years 
this coming Memorial Day 
weekend, runners in down-
town Wheeling may take 
their marks.

The Ogden Wellness 
Weekend presented by WVU 
Medicine returns for the first 
time since 2019, and road 
warriors — be they recre-
ational runners, more ad-
vanced distance stars or those 
looking for a multifaceted 
urban challenge — will have 
the chance to participate in 
several events focused on fit-
ness, fun and family. 

Registration for all of the 
weekend’s events — the Og-
den Newspapers Half Mar-
athon Classic, the Tough as 
Nails Urban Challenge pre-
sented by The Health Plan, 
the Ogden 5K Run presented 
by Ziegenfelder, the Ogden 
5K Walk presented by Zie-
genfelder, the  Ogden Tiny 
Trot and the Ogden Fun Run, 
both also presented by Zie-
genfelder — is open now at 
ogdenwellnessweekend.com.

The inaugural weekend in 
2019 was a popular one, but 
the COVID-19 pandemic put 
the event on the shelf for the 
next two years. That hiatus 
ends May 28 and May 29, 
as the events once again have 
received the green light.

“Everyone associated 
with the Wellness Weekend 
is looking forward to a great 
weekend of events,” said 
Perry Nardo, general man-
ager of The Intelligencer and 
Wheeling News-Register. 
“We are grateful to our spon-
sors for staying with us over 
the past two years.”

ABOVE: 
Competitors 

work their 
way through 
the Tough as 
Nails Urban 
Challenge in 

2019 during the 
Ogden Well-

ness Weekend. 
This year’s 

Tough as Nails, 
presented by 

The Health 
Plan, will fea-

ture even more 
obstacles and a 
longer course. 

RIGHT: Bryan 
Morseman 

crosses the fin-
ish line to win 

the 2019 Ogden 
Newspapers 

Half Marathon 
Classic, his 

second straight 
win in the 

event.

File Photos

Photo by Shelley Hanson

Street Moms volunteer Lynn Kettler 
on Friday holds one of the notices 
posted by the city of Wheeling that 
states people living at an encamp-
ment under a highway overpass 
must vacate by 1 p.m. Dec. 15.

Homeless
Camp Is 
Set For
Removal

Please see Weekend, 
Page A3

WVDOH Wants All 
Out By December 15

By SHELLEY HANSON
Staff Writer

WHEELING — A homeless en-
campment underneath a state high-
way in Wheeling will be disbanded 
soon.

A notice posted by the city of 
Wheeling at the encampment, lo-
cated across from Catholic Chari-
ties 18th Street Center, states peo-
ple living there must vacate the 
property by 1 p.m. Dec. 15.

The property belongs to the West 
Virginia Division of Highways. 
Street Moms volunteer Lynn Ket-
tler said she learned the DOH re-
ceived a complaint from a neighbor 
about the camp, which led to the 
city posting the notice.

A DOH District 6 official could 
not be reached Friday for com-
ment. City of Wheeling Homeless 
Liaison Melissa Adams said Friday 
the Wheeling Police Department 
was contacted by the WVDOH on 
Nov. 4 and asked that the state’s 
“no trespassing” sign be enforced. 
The DOH originally wanted the 
encampment removed by Thanks-
giving, but after talking with agen-
cies who help the homeless, Adams 
said she was able to get the DOH 
to agree to extending the deadline.

Clearing The Static: West Virginia Public 
Broadcasting Is Dealing With Challenges

Photo by Steven Allen Adams

West Virginia Public Broadcasting Interim Executive 
Director Butch Antolini, right, reviews his documents for 
his first Educational Broadcasting Authority meeting.

By STEVEN 
ALLEN ADAMS
For the Sunday 
News-Register

CHARLESTON — 
West Virginia Public 
Broadcasting — the or-
ganization tasked with 
“Telling West Virginia’s 
Story” — faces numer-
ous challenges, but lead-
ers of the organization 
and the state board over-
seeing it intend to face 
those headlong.

Butch Antolini, the new 
interim executive director 
for West Virginia Public 
Broadcasting, likened the 
organization to an “oc-

topus” when briefing the 
eight-member Education-
al Broadcasting Authority 
during its quarterly meet-
ing Wednesday morning 
at the Culture Center in 
Charleston. 

The EBA hired Antoli-
ni in October.

“There are many fac-
ets involved with the op-
eration,” Antolini said 
after spending six weeks 
getting to know WVPB 
employees and inspect-
ing the multiple offices 
across the state. 

By ALAN OLSON
Staff Writer

CAMERON — Fifth grader Khloe Thayer 
took the individual grand prize of a $50,000 Ed-
ucational Savings Fund in last week’s “Do It for 
Babydog” vaccination sweepstakes.

Thayer, who attends Cameron Elementary, was 
one of two Marshall County residents to be se-
lected to win one of the top prizes of Gov. Jim 
Justice’s sweepstakes. 

Lakkin Albaugh, a recent graduate of John 
Marshall High School, was also awarded a 
$10,000 educational savings fund through the 
same program. 

Additionally, Angelina Messina was one of 
100 other winners who received a lifetime hunt-
ing and fishing license.

Cameron Student Wins 
Big In Vaccine Lottery

Please see Challenges, 
Page A4

Please see Student, Page A5

Please see Camp, Page A3
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Whether you’re seeking a local place 
of  worship, volunteer opportunities or 
simply inspiration, this page is geared 
towards organizations and businesses 

supporting faith and connecting you with 
religious resources in our communities.
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LOVELOVE
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COMCAST - CH 4 & CH 804(HD)

DIRECTV - CH 6
DISH - CH 10

BELLAIRE CABLE - CH 13
OVER THE AIR - 7.3

www.vancechurch.org
905 National Road, Wheeling, WV 26003

Phone: 304-232-0980

We Welcome ALL 
to Vance Memorial 

Presbyterian 
Church for Worship!
~ 10am Worship Service 

(Radio Broadcast over WKWK 97.3 FM)
~ 9am Sunday School

~ Communion is First Sunday 
of Every Month

VISIT OUR 
FACEBOOK 

PAGE 
FOR LIVE 

BROADCAST

The weekend’s marquee events 
each have a day to themselves. The 
44th running of the Ogden News-
papers Half Marathon Classic will 
happen Saturday, May 28, with the 
walk starting at 7:30 a.m. and the 
run starting at 8 a.m. On Sunday, 
May 29, the Tough As Nails Urban 
Challenge presented by The Health 
Plan kicks off at noon.

Runners are plenty familiar 
with the 13.1-mile half-marathon 
course they’ll traverse that Satur-
day morning. The Tough As Nails 
Urban Challenge presented by The 
Health Plan course, a popular one 
that took contestants up, over and 
around numerous obstacles in sev-
eral Wheeling neighborhoods, will 
have some new features, according 
to event organizer Jim Gibbons.

“It’s going to be a more chal-
lenging Tough As Nails course,” he 
said. “We’re planning to add more 
obstacles, bigger climbs, to the al-
ready challenging course. We’re 
going to add more upper-body ob-
stacles, including rope climbs and 
some more walls.”

Gibbons said contestants consid-
ered the stair climb in East Wheel-
ing the course’s toughest com-
ponent, and the new upper-body 
obstacles will balance out the strain. 
With the new obstacles planned — 
which could push the total to 25, 
Gibbons said — the course will get 
longer, from the 6 miles in 2019 
to almost 7 miles this coming May.

The first Tough As Nails attract-
ed 700 people to the course. Gib-
bons said there’s plenty of buzz 
surrounding its return. The event 
gives contestants something be-
yond the usual mud run to test their 
endurance. 

“What we offer is an urban run, 
which is very unique,” he said. 
“We’re incorporating existing 
structures within the city to scale 
and climb and jump over. We want 
to give people a different view of 
what’s in the city.”

For those looking for a lighter 
workout during the Ogden Well-

ness Weekend presented by WVU 
Medicine, there are plenty of op-
portunities for all ages to get out 
and get the blood flowing.  The 
Ogden Newspapers 5K Run pre-
sented by Ziegenfelder will start at 
8:10 a.m. May 28, with the Ogden 
Newspapers 5K Walk presented 
by Ziegenfelder following at 8:20 
a.m. For the younger set, there will 
be a Fun Run presented by Ziegen-
felder at 8:25 a.m. May 28 and a 
Tiny Tot Trot presented by Ziegen-
felder at 10:30 a.m.

On Monday, May 30, the Ohio 
Valley Trail Partners will hold the 
Heritage Trail Bicycle Tour start-
ing at 7 a.m. 

To celebrate finishing any of the 
events during the Ogden Wellness 
Weekend, a party will populate the 
waterfront both Saturday and Sun-
day. Saturday’s festivities will go 

from 7:30 a.m. until 2 p.m. and 
Sunday’s will go from 1-6 p.m. 
They will feature a beer garden, 
plus Bloody Marys and mimosas, 
along with a DJ and several bands.

Event organizers are ready for a 
weekend full of fun.

“I am very excited that the Well-
ness Weekend is back on schedule,” 
Nardo said, “and I am sure that all 
of the runners, walkers and urban 
warriors are looking forward to get-
ting out and challenging themselves 
and competing with each other.”

“Words really can’t explain how 
excited we are to start this back up 
and bring the community back to-
gether,” Gibbons said.

For more information on every-
thing about the Ogden Wellness 
Weekend presented by WVU Med-
icine, visit ogdenwellnessweekend.
com.

Weekend
Continued from Page A1

Camp
Continued from Page A1

“I scheduled a meeting that was held 
at the City-County Building where 
many of the local nonprofits came to-
gether to discuss arrangements that 
would please the WVDOH and cause 
the least amount of disturbance to our 
homeless population while keeping 
them safe,” Adams said. “I am aware 
this is an impossible feat, given the cir-
cumstances, but my intentions are to try 
to make it the best outcome possible.”

Adams said it was decided to align 
the closing of the camp with the open-
ing of the Winter Freeze Shelter on 
Monday instead of Dec. 15, which was 
its original opening date for the season.

“This space is donated to YSS by the 
city to host the shelter for the winter 
months,” Adams said. “We also offered 
the first floor of the former Northwood 
Building to Catholic Charities to host a 
day shelter. This provides shelter for the 
homeless for both day and night.

“We understand that these are not per-
manent solutions, however, they solve 
the immediate issue, while we continue 
to work together to find a more perma-
nent space,” Adams continued, adding 
Catholic Charities decided to operate 
the warming center in a church across 
from the camp instead.

Kettler said she and her fellow Street 
Moms have already helped relocate two 
of the homeless who had been living at 
the site to other smaller encampments 
and a couple people into actual housing. 

However, this particular encampment 
includes several people with mental and 

physical challenges, she noted. One 
woman, she said, has mental challenges 
and will not understand why she must 
leave the property.

Many people have lived there during 
the COVID-19 pandemic or for about 
two years. Others have come and gone. 
Typically between 20 and 30 people 
are living there at one time, Kettler 
said. The site is ideal as it is located just 
across the street from Catholic Char-
ities 18th Street Center where people 
can receive hot meals to-go. Catholic 
Charities also is operating the warming 
center.

Overnight accommodations at the 
Winter Freeze Shelter are located at the 
former Hillcrest center at the old Ohio 
Valley Medical Center, 2000 Eoff St., 
Center Wheeling.

Kettler said for the homeless who live 
in this encampment and other camps, 
most do not like to leave their camp for 
fear of their belongings being stolen 

while they are gone. Many people carry 
belongings in bags and backpacks, but 
not everything fits. 

“They’re taking away their home 
right before Christmas,” Kettler said. 
“They’re asking where they can go, but 
there are no answers.”

Kettler said the public has helped the 
Street Moms take care of the people and 
the camp by donating food, water and 
clothing. One man recently dropped off 
two trays of hot pizza — a real treat for 
the people living there, she noted. There 
are portable bathrooms at the site, but 
they have not been emptied for a while 
and are full, she said. Dumpsters at the 
site also need to be emptied. There once 
was an outdoor shower facility, but it is 
gone, which means there is no running 
water for people to drink.

Kettler said people who would like 
to donate bottled water can do so by 
dropping it off at the site. To help peo-
ple move, she said totes and bags are 
needed. Gloves of any kind are in short 
supply. 

“We’re trying to keep people alive,” 
Kettler said, noting seven people have 
died in the past six months. “They are 
my friends. I love them. I spend more 
time with these guys than I do with my 
own family.”

On Friday, after learning of the 
camp’s pending closure, employees at 
Helping Heroes visited the camp to tell 
those living there that, if they are veter-
ans, the organization has an emergency 
shelter that operates 8 p.m. to 8 a.m. 

daily. at the former Hillcrest site and to 
use the entrance with the black awning. 
They also handed out some heavy-duty 
flannel jackets to anyone who wanted 
one.

R.J. Konkoleski, executive director 
of Helping Heroes, said the organiza-
tion received VA funding and so it can 
only provide emergency housing to vet-
erans. They also provide help to veter-
ans who need guidance in applying for 
VA benefits. They also assist in finding 
jobs and permanent housing.

 He said since March their shelter 
has housed a total of 16 individuals. It 
is able to house a total of eight at one 
time, though it has never done so, to 
date. Each room has its own bathroom 
with a shower.

YSS Communications Director Bet-
sy Bethel-McFarland said the Winter 
Freeze Shelter is opening nine days ear-
ly, on Monday, in preparation for peo-
ple having to leave the encampment.

“We are grateful to the city of Wheel-
ing for partnering with us again to hold 
the Winter Freeze Shelter in this ideal 
location and for allowing us to open 
nine days early to accommodate the 
people who will be displaced by the 
encampment removal on 18th Street,” 
Bethel-McFarland said. “At the former 
Hillcrest location, our shelter guests 
are able to sleep comfortably two to a 
room, take showers each day and gath-
er together in a large enough space to 
maintain social distance as we continue 
with our pandemic safety protocols.”

 – Street Moms volunteer Lynn Kettler

We’re trying to keep people 
alive. They are my friends. I 
love them. I spend more time 
with these guys than I do my 
own family.”
‘

Brigadier General’s Promotion Makes W.Va. History
From STAFF REPORTS
CHARLESTON — The 

West Virginia Army Nation-
al Guard celebrated history 
Thursday, when Col. Michaelle 
M. Munger was promoted to 
the rank of brigadier general, 
making her the first woman to 
become a general officer for the 
West Virginia Army National 
Guard in state history.

Maj. Gen. Bill Crane, The 
Adjutant General of West Vir-
ginia, presided over the cere-
mony at the WVNG headquar-
ters in Charleston.

“Michaelle shines as a leader 
and mentor. She has a tremen-
dous reserve of energy and en-
thusiasm which she brings to 
bear every single day,” Crane 
said. “Soldiers know com-
petent leaders when they see 
them, and Michaelle exudes 
competence, professionalism, 
integrity, and is one of the best 
communicators I have ever had 
the honor of serving with.

“While it is significant that 
she has become the first ever 
female general officer for the 
West Virginia Army National 
Guard, it is her truest qualities 
as a leader that we honor and 
recognize today,” he continued.

Munger will serve as Spe-
cial Assistant to the Adjutant 
General of West Virginia in her 
new role.

She will assist with special 
projects, mentorship, inclusion 
and diversity initiatives and 
leadership development within 
the WVNG.

Munger has served in every 
component of the U.S. Army 
— active duty, U.S. Army Re-
serves, and the Army National 
Guard. She was commissioned 
through the Reserve Officer 
Training Corps in 1994 and 
has served in various roles of 
increasing responsibility, in-

cluding working for the Na-
tional Guard Bureau and at the 
Pentagon.

Her recent assignments in-
clude Associate Director, Of-
fice of the Deputy Secretary of 
Defense for Energy, Installa-
tions and Environment/Facili-
ties Investment and Manage-
ment; and as Deputy Director, 
Real Property Maintenance, 
Office of the Assistant Secre-
tary of Defense for Readiness, 
Programming and Resources. 
Munger served from August 
2017 to August 2019 as the 
director of joint operations for 
the WVNG and as the first fe-
male brigade commander for 
WVARNG at the 77th Brigade 
Troop Command. 

While Munger is the first 
female general officer in the 
history of the West Virginia 
Army National Guard, she fol-
lows in the footsteps of Brig. 
Gen. Paige P. Hunter, who was 
promoted to brigadier general 
in 2016, upon assuming com-
mand of the West Virginia Air 
National Guard.

“Today is an incredible day,” 
said Munger. “I am tremen-
dously excited that Gov. (Jim) 
Justice and Maj. Gen. Crane 

have the confidence and faith 
in me to give me this opportu-
nity. I feel blessed to be here. 
Attaining high rank in the mili-
tary, whether as an officer or in 
the enlisted corps, requires hard 
and focused effort; it is a long-
road and it is not easy. But it is 
achievable for any Soldier or 
Airman and today proves that.”

Munger feels that having a 
female perspective and female 
voice at the table is an impor-
tantelement in promoting Army 
values.

“Having a female voice at the 
table is critical in strengthening 
our National Guard,” she said.

“What we bring to the mis-
sion is unique not because we 
are females, but because of our 
ability to approach the mission 
in perhaps a different perspec-
tive and viewpoint. Additional-
ly, by being at the table, we can 
display our competency and ca-
pabilities, and to dispel stereo-
types to help younger soldiers 
not face the same gender-relat-
ed limitations and hurdles we 
might have faced in our own 
careers. Every soldier needs to 
be heard and judged based not 
on their sex, but by their ideas 
and vision.”

Photo Provided

West Virginia Army National Guard Col. Michaelle M. Munger, 
was promoted to the rank of brigadier general Thursday, making 
her the first woman to become a general officer in West Virginia 
Army National Guard history.

Saturday, May 28, 2022
Ogden Newspapers 

Half Marathon Classic
• Half Marathon Walk — 7:30 a.m.

• Half Marathon Run — 8 a.m.
• 5K Run presented by 

Ziegenfelder — 8:10 a.m.
• 5K Walk presented by 

Ziegenfelder — 8:20 a.m.
• Fun Run presented by  

Ziegenfelder — 8:25 a.m.
• Tiny Tot Trot presented by 
Ziegenfelder — 10:30 a.m.
• Party at the waterfront — 

7:30 a.m. to 2 p.m.

Sunday, May 29, 2022
Tough As Nails Urban Challenge 

presented by The Health Plan 
• Begins at noon, following a nearly 

7-mile course through Wheeling 
featuring numerous obstacles

• Party at the waterfront — 1-6 p.m.

OGDEN WELLNESS WEEKEND 
PRESENTED BY WVU MEDICINE

For more information or to 
register for any of these 

events, visit ogdenwellness 
weekend.com
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Whether you’re seeking a local place 
of  worship, volunteer opportunities or 
simply inspiration, this page is geared 
towards organizations and businesses 

supporting faith and connecting you with 
religious resources in our communities.
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905 National Road, Wheeling, WV 26003

Phone: 304-232-0980
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Presbyterian 
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(Radio Broadcast over WKWK 97.3 FM)
~ 9am Sunday School

~ Communion is First Sunday 
of Every Month

VISIT OUR 
FACEBOOK 

PAGE 
FOR LIVE 

BROADCAST

The weekend’s marquee events 
each have a day to themselves. The 
44th running of the Ogden News-
papers Half Marathon Classic will 
happen Saturday, May 28, with the 
walk starting at 7:30 a.m. and the 
run starting at 8 a.m. On Sunday, 
May 29, the Tough As Nails Urban 
Challenge presented by The Health 
Plan kicks off at noon.

Runners are plenty familiar 
with the 13.1-mile half-marathon 
course they’ll traverse that Satur-
day morning. The Tough As Nails 
Urban Challenge presented by The 
Health Plan course, a popular one 
that took contestants up, over and 
around numerous obstacles in sev-
eral Wheeling neighborhoods, will 
have some new features, according 
to event organizer Jim Gibbons.

“It’s going to be a more chal-
lenging Tough As Nails course,” he 
said. “We’re planning to add more 
obstacles, bigger climbs, to the al-
ready challenging course. We’re 
going to add more upper-body ob-
stacles, including rope climbs and 
some more walls.”

Gibbons said contestants consid-
ered the stair climb in East Wheel-
ing the course’s toughest com-
ponent, and the new upper-body 
obstacles will balance out the strain. 
With the new obstacles planned — 
which could push the total to 25, 
Gibbons said — the course will get 
longer, from the 6 miles in 2019 
to almost 7 miles this coming May.

The first Tough As Nails attract-
ed 700 people to the course. Gib-
bons said there’s plenty of buzz 
surrounding its return. The event 
gives contestants something be-
yond the usual mud run to test their 
endurance. 

“What we offer is an urban run, 
which is very unique,” he said. 
“We’re incorporating existing 
structures within the city to scale 
and climb and jump over. We want 
to give people a different view of 
what’s in the city.”

For those looking for a lighter 
workout during the Ogden Well-

ness Weekend presented by WVU 
Medicine, there are plenty of op-
portunities for all ages to get out 
and get the blood flowing.  The 
Ogden Newspapers 5K Run pre-
sented by Ziegenfelder will start at 
8:10 a.m. May 28, with the Ogden 
Newspapers 5K Walk presented 
by Ziegenfelder following at 8:20 
a.m. For the younger set, there will 
be a Fun Run presented by Ziegen-
felder at 8:25 a.m. May 28 and a 
Tiny Tot Trot presented by Ziegen-
felder at 10:30 a.m.

On Monday, May 30, the Ohio 
Valley Trail Partners will hold the 
Heritage Trail Bicycle Tour start-
ing at 7 a.m. 

To celebrate finishing any of the 
events during the Ogden Wellness 
Weekend, a party will populate the 
waterfront both Saturday and Sun-
day. Saturday’s festivities will go 

from 7:30 a.m. until 2 p.m. and 
Sunday’s will go from 1-6 p.m. 
They will feature a beer garden, 
plus Bloody Marys and mimosas, 
along with a DJ and several bands.

Event organizers are ready for a 
weekend full of fun.

“I am very excited that the Well-
ness Weekend is back on schedule,” 
Nardo said, “and I am sure that all 
of the runners, walkers and urban 
warriors are looking forward to get-
ting out and challenging themselves 
and competing with each other.”

“Words really can’t explain how 
excited we are to start this back up 
and bring the community back to-
gether,” Gibbons said.

For more information on every-
thing about the Ogden Wellness 
Weekend presented by WVU Med-
icine, visit ogdenwellnessweekend.
com.

Weekend
Continued from Page A1

Camp
Continued from Page A1

“I scheduled a meeting that was held 
at the City-County Building where 
many of the local nonprofits came to-
gether to discuss arrangements that 
would please the WVDOH and cause 
the least amount of disturbance to our 
homeless population while keeping 
them safe,” Adams said. “I am aware 
this is an impossible feat, given the cir-
cumstances, but my intentions are to try 
to make it the best outcome possible.”

Adams said it was decided to align 
the closing of the camp with the open-
ing of the Winter Freeze Shelter on 
Monday instead of Dec. 15, which was 
its original opening date for the season.

“This space is donated to YSS by the 
city to host the shelter for the winter 
months,” Adams said. “We also offered 
the first floor of the former Northwood 
Building to Catholic Charities to host a 
day shelter. This provides shelter for the 
homeless for both day and night.

“We understand that these are not per-
manent solutions, however, they solve 
the immediate issue, while we continue 
to work together to find a more perma-
nent space,” Adams continued, adding 
Catholic Charities decided to operate 
the warming center in a church across 
from the camp instead.

Kettler said she and her fellow Street 
Moms have already helped relocate two 
of the homeless who had been living at 
the site to other smaller encampments 
and a couple people into actual housing. 

However, this particular encampment 
includes several people with mental and 

physical challenges, she noted. One 
woman, she said, has mental challenges 
and will not understand why she must 
leave the property.

Many people have lived there during 
the COVID-19 pandemic or for about 
two years. Others have come and gone. 
Typically between 20 and 30 people 
are living there at one time, Kettler 
said. The site is ideal as it is located just 
across the street from Catholic Char-
ities 18th Street Center where people 
can receive hot meals to-go. Catholic 
Charities also is operating the warming 
center.

Overnight accommodations at the 
Winter Freeze Shelter are located at the 
former Hillcrest center at the old Ohio 
Valley Medical Center, 2000 Eoff St., 
Center Wheeling.

Kettler said for the homeless who live 
in this encampment and other camps, 
most do not like to leave their camp for 
fear of their belongings being stolen 

while they are gone. Many people carry 
belongings in bags and backpacks, but 
not everything fits. 

“They’re taking away their home 
right before Christmas,” Kettler said. 
“They’re asking where they can go, but 
there are no answers.”

Kettler said the public has helped the 
Street Moms take care of the people and 
the camp by donating food, water and 
clothing. One man recently dropped off 
two trays of hot pizza — a real treat for 
the people living there, she noted. There 
are portable bathrooms at the site, but 
they have not been emptied for a while 
and are full, she said. Dumpsters at the 
site also need to be emptied. There once 
was an outdoor shower facility, but it is 
gone, which means there is no running 
water for people to drink.

Kettler said people who would like 
to donate bottled water can do so by 
dropping it off at the site. To help peo-
ple move, she said totes and bags are 
needed. Gloves of any kind are in short 
supply. 

“We’re trying to keep people alive,” 
Kettler said, noting seven people have 
died in the past six months. “They are 
my friends. I love them. I spend more 
time with these guys than I do with my 
own family.”

On Friday, after learning of the 
camp’s pending closure, employees at 
Helping Heroes visited the camp to tell 
those living there that, if they are veter-
ans, the organization has an emergency 
shelter that operates 8 p.m. to 8 a.m. 

daily. at the former Hillcrest site and to 
use the entrance with the black awning. 
They also handed out some heavy-duty 
flannel jackets to anyone who wanted 
one.

R.J. Konkoleski, executive director 
of Helping Heroes, said the organiza-
tion received VA funding and so it can 
only provide emergency housing to vet-
erans. They also provide help to veter-
ans who need guidance in applying for 
VA benefits. They also assist in finding 
jobs and permanent housing.

 He said since March their shelter 
has housed a total of 16 individuals. It 
is able to house a total of eight at one 
time, though it has never done so, to 
date. Each room has its own bathroom 
with a shower.

YSS Communications Director Bet-
sy Bethel-McFarland said the Winter 
Freeze Shelter is opening nine days ear-
ly, on Monday, in preparation for peo-
ple having to leave the encampment.

“We are grateful to the city of Wheel-
ing for partnering with us again to hold 
the Winter Freeze Shelter in this ideal 
location and for allowing us to open 
nine days early to accommodate the 
people who will be displaced by the 
encampment removal on 18th Street,” 
Bethel-McFarland said. “At the former 
Hillcrest location, our shelter guests 
are able to sleep comfortably two to a 
room, take showers each day and gath-
er together in a large enough space to 
maintain social distance as we continue 
with our pandemic safety protocols.”

 – Street Moms volunteer Lynn Kettler

We’re trying to keep people 
alive. They are my friends. I 
love them. I spend more time 
with these guys than I do my 
own family.”
‘

Brigadier General’s Promotion Makes W.Va. History
From STAFF REPORTS
CHARLESTON — The 

West Virginia Army Nation-
al Guard celebrated history 
Thursday, when Col. Michaelle 
M. Munger was promoted to 
the rank of brigadier general, 
making her the first woman to 
become a general officer for the 
West Virginia Army National 
Guard in state history.

Maj. Gen. Bill Crane, The 
Adjutant General of West Vir-
ginia, presided over the cere-
mony at the WVNG headquar-
ters in Charleston.

“Michaelle shines as a leader 
and mentor. She has a tremen-
dous reserve of energy and en-
thusiasm which she brings to 
bear every single day,” Crane 
said. “Soldiers know com-
petent leaders when they see 
them, and Michaelle exudes 
competence, professionalism, 
integrity, and is one of the best 
communicators I have ever had 
the honor of serving with.

“While it is significant that 
she has become the first ever 
female general officer for the 
West Virginia Army National 
Guard, it is her truest qualities 
as a leader that we honor and 
recognize today,” he continued.

Munger will serve as Spe-
cial Assistant to the Adjutant 
General of West Virginia in her 
new role.

She will assist with special 
projects, mentorship, inclusion 
and diversity initiatives and 
leadership development within 
the WVNG.

Munger has served in every 
component of the U.S. Army 
— active duty, U.S. Army Re-
serves, and the Army National 
Guard. She was commissioned 
through the Reserve Officer 
Training Corps in 1994 and 
has served in various roles of 
increasing responsibility, in-

cluding working for the Na-
tional Guard Bureau and at the 
Pentagon.

Her recent assignments in-
clude Associate Director, Of-
fice of the Deputy Secretary of 
Defense for Energy, Installa-
tions and Environment/Facili-
ties Investment and Manage-
ment; and as Deputy Director, 
Real Property Maintenance, 
Office of the Assistant Secre-
tary of Defense for Readiness, 
Programming and Resources. 
Munger served from August 
2017 to August 2019 as the 
director of joint operations for 
the WVNG and as the first fe-
male brigade commander for 
WVARNG at the 77th Brigade 
Troop Command. 

While Munger is the first 
female general officer in the 
history of the West Virginia 
Army National Guard, she fol-
lows in the footsteps of Brig. 
Gen. Paige P. Hunter, who was 
promoted to brigadier general 
in 2016, upon assuming com-
mand of the West Virginia Air 
National Guard.

“Today is an incredible day,” 
said Munger. “I am tremen-
dously excited that Gov. (Jim) 
Justice and Maj. Gen. Crane 

have the confidence and faith 
in me to give me this opportu-
nity. I feel blessed to be here. 
Attaining high rank in the mili-
tary, whether as an officer or in 
the enlisted corps, requires hard 
and focused effort; it is a long-
road and it is not easy. But it is 
achievable for any Soldier or 
Airman and today proves that.”

Munger feels that having a 
female perspective and female 
voice at the table is an impor-
tantelement in promoting Army 
values.

“Having a female voice at the 
table is critical in strengthening 
our National Guard,” she said.

“What we bring to the mis-
sion is unique not because we 
are females, but because of our 
ability to approach the mission 
in perhaps a different perspec-
tive and viewpoint. Additional-
ly, by being at the table, we can 
display our competency and ca-
pabilities, and to dispel stereo-
types to help younger soldiers 
not face the same gender-relat-
ed limitations and hurdles we 
might have faced in our own 
careers. Every soldier needs to 
be heard and judged based not 
on their sex, but by their ideas 
and vision.”
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West Virginia Army National Guard Col. Michaelle M. Munger, 
was promoted to the rank of brigadier general Thursday, making 
her the first woman to become a general officer in West Virginia 
Army National Guard history.
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